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Lesson for January 22 in this issue 


Lesson 4.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62. 

Notes on Open Letters: 
“Finding God’’ 

Peter the Man, the Disciple, the Apostle, 
the Martyr. By William R. Newell ... 

Lest We Forget (Poem).-By M. M. Cheaney 

Science and the First Chapter of Genesis. 
II. By Peter W. Stoner 

Mrs. Finley Shepard. By Winifred Griffith 
Thomas 

International Uniform Lesson 

The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. 
John W. Lane, Jr. 

Children at Home 

With the New Books 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 
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Dayspring 
By Thomas O. Blair 


The dayspring from on high hath visited 
us. — Luke 1:78 
HEN hopes of earth my longing heart 
had fled, 
And left me wandering, weary, and alone, 
No friend to lift my downcast, aching head, 
The skies e’en mocked, the stars no longer 
shone. 


The morning sun that bathed the wens in 
light, 
And kissed the flowers with ile. tear- 
drops wet, 
Could not dispel that gloom of inmost night ; 
My heart the bitter woe could not forget. 


Then came a voice so small I could but hear, 
That seemed to whisper softly, ‘‘ Look 
above. 
Hope thou in God. Give to the wind thy fear, 
And trust thy little all to Jesus’ love.’’ 


With trembling faith I turned from earth 
away, 
The glory of my heavenly Friend to see. 
The Sun of Righteousness arose. The day 
With untold splendor shone again for me. 


we 
American Liberty—and Tracts 


Tracts have saved countless souls. 
Have Christian people in America any 
legal right to distribute tracts publicly? 
The Moody Monthly recently published 
an important comment on the question. 
“Many towns and cities have passed 
ordinances against such distribution. 
In the light of a Supreme Court de- 
cision, such ordinances are wrong, and 
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any local official who stops tract distri- 
bution has not only gone beyond his 
power, but has interfered with the lib- 
erty of the distributor. In an opinion 
rendered by Chief Justice, the Honor- 
able Charles E. Hughes, on March 28, 
1938, in the case of Lovell versus the 
City of Griffin, Ga. (see Volume 58, No. 
12, April 15, 1938), the following was 
said: ‘The liberty of the press is not 
confined to newspapers and periodicals. 
It necessarily embraces pamphlets and 
leaflets. Liberty of circulation is as es- 
sential to that freedom as liberty of 
publishing.’” We may well thank God 
for the Christian liberty we still have in 
this beloved land. 


x 
How Can Weakness Be Strong? 


This world is too much for us. 
Temptation is too much for us. Sin is 
too much for us. Satan is too much for 
us. We may think we are strong; we 
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may have exceptional will power; but 
against these terrific forces our strength 
and will power are sure to crumble 
sooner or later. Yet God’s command, 
“Be strong,” sounds like a great diapason 
throughout the Old Testament and the 
New. After Moses had died, and Joshua 
was left with the responsibility of a 
people whose record had been filled with 
shameful cowardice and failures, God 
said to him, “Be strong” (Josh. 1:6). 
Paul tells us of the terrific powers of 
evil working against us, not flesh and 
blood powers but the _ supernatural 
armies of Satan. But, says Paul, “Be 
strong” (Eph. 6:10). Do these and many 
other Bible passages simply mock us? 
A personal note to the Editor from a 
reader of the Trues has this postscript: 
“When the Holy Spirit bids us to ‘be 
strong,’ he does not stop there, but adds, 
‘in the Lord.” And the Lord Jesus 
Christ is stronger than this world, 
stronger than temptation, stronger than 
sin, stronger than Satan. 
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As Moody's Birthday Comes Again 


HE thoughts of thousands of peo- 

ple were drawn to the name of 
Dwight L. Moody two years ago 
during his Centenary year, as February 
5, 1937, marked the one hundredth an- 


niversary of his birth. It is doubtful 
whether any one person of the last gen- 
eration was so well known throughout 
the Christian world because of what he 
was and what he did for the cause of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He was a product of the Sunday 
school, for when he was a little over 
eighteen years old his Sunday school 
teacher, Edward Kimball, led him to 
accept the Lord as his own personal 
Saviour. 

He came to Chicago in 1856 and united 
with the Plymouth Congregational 
Church, on the south side of the city. 
There he rented four pews and kept 
them filled each Sunday with young 
men. This was the beginning of his 
service for Christ. 

His interest in the Sunday school was 
demonstrated by his service in a little 
mission on the north side of Chicago. 
Here he brought in the boys and girls 
from off the streets. Soon the hall was 
crowded out and Mr. Moody was obliged 
to move to larger quarters. Within a 
year the attendance averaged 600 each 
Sunday. 


All this time. Mr. Moody was continu- 
ing his business as a shoe salesman. But 
God talked to him, and soon he gave up 
his secular business, which was bringing 
him $5,000 a year, to enter a business 
that was to net a far greater return in 
the light of eternity. 

Mr. Moody’s life-work now was to lead 
men, women, and children to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This could only be wrought through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, and Mr. 
Moody recognized this early in his 
Christian ministry. 

fHe was a man of one book — the Bible. 
He clung firmly to the Word of God. 
On one occasion he said: 

“Why should I get a new remedy for 
sin when I have found one that has 
never failed? The Gospel has stood the 
test for eighteen centuries. I know what 
it will do for sin-sick souls. I have tried 
its power for forty years. It is a sin- 
gular fact that few men, otherwise well 
educated, are acquainted with the Eng- 
lish Bible. I can secure a hundred men 
who can teach Greek and Latin well 
where I can find only one that can teach 
the Bible well. Take the Bible; study 
it; leave criticism to the theologians; 
feed on the Word; then go out to work. 
Combine the two—study and work — 
if you would be a full-orbed Christian. 
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The Bible is assailed as never before. 
Infidels cast it overboard, but it will 
always swim to the shore. The doc- 
trines, the promises, the messages of love 
are as fresh today as when first spoken. 
Pass on the message; be obedient to 
commands; waste no time in discussion; 
let speculation and theorizing pass into 
the hands of those who like that kind 
of study.” 

This was one secret of his power; 
another secret was his firm belief in 
prayer. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, in his book, “Why 
God Used D. L. Moody,” writes: “Mr. 
Moody was in the deepest and most 
meaningful sense a man of prayer. Peo- 
ple oftentimes say to me: ~ ‘Well, I went 
many miles to see and to hear D. L. 
Moody, and he certainly was a won- 
derful preacher.’ Yes, D. L. Mocdy cer- 
tainly was a wonderful preacher; taking 
it all in all, the most wonderful preacher 
I have ever heard, and it was a great 
privilege to hear him preach as he alone 
could preach; but out of a very intimate 
acquaintance with him I wish to testify 
that he was a far greater pray-er than 
he was preacher. He knew and believed 
in the deepest depths of his soul that 
‘nothing was too hard for the Lord,’ 
and that prayer could do anything that 
God could do. 

“On one occasion Mr. Moody said to 
me in Chicago: ‘I have just found, to 
my surprise, that we are $20,000 behind 
in our finances for the work here and in 
Northfield, and we must have that $20,- 
000, and I am going to get it by prayer.’ 
He did not tell a soul who had the abil- 
ity to give a penny of the $20,000 deficit, 
but looked right to God and said: ‘1 
need $20,000 for my work; send me that 
money in such a way that I will know 
it comes straight from thee.’ And God 
heard that prayer. The money came in 
such a way that it was clear that it 
came from God, in direct answer to 
prayer. Yes, D. L. Moody was a man 
who believed in the God who answers 
prayer, and not only believed in him 
in a theoretical way but believed in 
him in a practical way. He was a man 
who met every difficulty that stood in 
his way—by prayer. Everything he 
undertook was backed up by prayer, and 
in everything his ultimate dependence 
was upon God.” 

His desire was to exalt the Lord Jesus 
Christ and not himself. The famous 
words which he heard while in Eng- 
land, “The world has yet to see what 
God will do with and for and through 
and in and by the man whe is fully and 
wholly consecrated to Him,” made an 
indelible impression upon him. Moody’s 
response was: “He said ‘a man’; he 
did not say a great man, nor a learned 
man, nor a rich man, nor a wise man, 
nor an eloquent man, nor a smart man, 
but simply ‘a man.’ I am a man, and 
it lies with the man himself whether 
he will or will not make that entire 
and full consecration. I will try my 
utmost to be that man.” 

It is only when a man or woman fully 
yields to the Lord Jesus Christ and lets 
Him \have full control of the life, that 
He can work to the utmost in that life. 

Mr. Moody went forward to greater 
service for his Lord. His visits to Great 
Britain were attended by the outpouring 
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of the Holy Spirit in power upon serv- 
ice after service where the halls were 
crowded to their utmost capacity. 
His work was not confined to the 
evangelistic field. One of the greatest 
monuments to his memory is The Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago. His vision 
of the need of trained workers came 
during his evangelistic campaigns in this 
and other countries. The conviction 
grew that the primary need of the Chris- 
tian ambassador was a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the English Bible, sup- 
plemented by training in Gospel music 
and in practical methods of Christian 
wors. Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, he believed, workers thus equip- 
ped would be enabled to do an effective 
work among the neglected classes and 
ably supplement the efforts of Christian 
agencies already at work. It was also 
a conviction with him that if the church- 
less masses were to be reached with 
the Gospel the effective service already 
being rendered by the clergy would of 
necessity have to be augmented by the 
faithful witness of lay men and women. 
~ Not only was his interest in the Sun- 
day school, the evangelistic field, and 
the Bible Training School, but he was 
active in Y. M. C. A. work, being the 
president in 1865 of the Chicago Y. M. 
C. A., and under his supervision the 
first Y. M. C. A. building was erected 
in 1867 at a cost of $100,000. The Bible 
Institute Colportage Association was 
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founded by him in 1894 to meet the 
great need for Christian literature to 
counteract the poison of the demoraliz- 
ing literature which was being sown. 
This organization has been in existence 
for forty-two years and has published 
a total of 11,483,575 copies of the Col- 
portage library in many foreign lan- 
guages. Of this number 3,571,184 were 
written in whole or in part by Mr. 
Moody himself. 

The birthday of this great man of God 
and laborer in the Lord’s vineyard has 
been commemorated, in the past two 
years, in thousands of churches through- 
out the United States and many foreign 
countries on the Sunday nearest the 
date of his birth, which was February 
5. This year the first Sunday in 
February falls on the fifth, the exact 
date of Mr. Moody’s birth. And the 
lesson for that Sunday in the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons is “Peter 
Preaches at Pentecost,” from Acts 2, 
when “about three thousand souls” were 
added unto the Church by repentance 
and faith “in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins.” 

The present condition cf our country 
is a challenge to every church to reach 
the rising generation, for statisticians 
draw our attention to the startling fact 
that there are no less than 36,000,000 
young people between the ages of five 
and twenty-five not in attendance at 
any Sunday school. 
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“Finding God” 


A devoted Christian man living in 
California, a warm friend of the Editor, 
has asked for help in showing wherein 
certain religious teachings are false and 
unscriptural. A friend of the California 
reader became interested in those teach- 
ings, especially in a leaflet entitled 
“Finding God.” The California friend 
has written: 


I cannot meet these teachings properly, 
and I am turning to you in my need. 


Men who do not know God have al- 
ways liked to announce that they have 
discovered the way of “finding God.” 
There is only one way, and that Way is 
Christ the sinner’s Saviour. Even Christ, 
God and sinless Man though he is, could 
not open the Way between God and men 
except by shedding his blood and paying 
the penalty of man’s sins dying as the 
sinner’s Substitute. The only way to 
find God, therefore, is “by the blood of 
Christ” (Eph. 2:13). 

After studying the leaflet purporting 
to disclose the secret of “finding God,” 
the Editor wrote to his friend: 

“This leaflet, as you well understand, 
is simply another setting forth of the 
old delusion of so-called Pantheism, 
which is the heart of Christian Science 
and also of New Thought, Unity, and 
many false religions. Its basic false- 
hood is that God is all, and God is in 
all and is the life of all. The Bible 
brings us a very different teaching. 
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“There is in the leaflet no recognition 
of sin, the fact that all men have sinned, 
and that the wages of sin is death, and 
that only the shed blood of Christ can 
save us from sin. 

“There is an utter stultification of our 
reasoning faculties, our common sense, 
in the statement: ‘One may say sin is 
the dreadful reality. Another may say 
there is no such thing as sin. They both 
mean the same.’ They can no more 
both mean the same than to say that a 
leper, whose body is rotting away from 
his dread disease, and an athlete in the 
pink of physical health, are ‘both the 
same.’ 

“But the best way to reach those de- 
ceived by these fallacies is, not to argue 
the failacies with them, but get them 
to read the Gospel of John, and good 
tracts or booklets on the Gospel and the 
way of salvation. 

“The statement that Christ ‘was cru- 
cified and resurrected to prove to us 
that man was immortal’ is another of 
the unscriptural! statements in the leaflet. 
Christ was crucified for our sins, and 
was raised again from the dead, just be- 
cause man, having sinned, is not im- 
mortal, and never could be except for 
Christ’s substitutionary death and resur- 
rection. Because Christ died for our 
sins, all who receive him as Saviour re- 
ceive the gift of life and immortality — 
and only those. ‘He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life’ (1 John 5:12).” 
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Peter the Man, the Disciple, the Apostle, the Martyr 


“The grace of God in the heart of man is a tender 
plant in a strange, unkindly soil ” 


By William R. Newell 




















I. THE MAN 
TER was simple-hearted, enthusi- 
Praxis, impetuous, quite lovable! 
He was industrious. He labored 
with energy in his fisherman’s partner- 
ship with his brother Andrew and James 
and John. (Where in the Bible does 
God put into his service a lazy man?) 
He was a strict Jew: “Not so, Lord, 
for I have never eaten any thing that 
is common or unclean” (Acts 10:14). 
He was sincere in conviction of his 
sinnership: He “justified God, being 
baptized with the baptism of John” 
(Luke 7:29). He loved the light, be- 
coming a disciple of John, being “willing 
for a season to rejoice in his [John’s] 
light” (John 5:35). 


II. THe DIscIPpLe 


His discipleship, of course, really be- 
gan with John, who pointed to the Lamb 
of God; and Simon Peter is the third 
of the five apostles finding Christ in 
the first chapter of John. He was 
brought to Christ by his lesser brother, 
Andrew, —as was the great Hugh Lati- 
mer by the humble Thomas Bilney in 
England’s Reformation days. He was 
the readiest of all the early disciples, 
the most open. He was the first to make 
the great confession, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 
16:16); and perhaps the first to see 
something of his real self, when at the 
draught of fishes he cried, “Depart from 
me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord” 
(Luke 5:8). He alone called through 
the night, “Lord, if it be thou, bid me 
come unto thee upon the waters” (Matt. 
14:28). And at the answering “Come,” 
he stepped forth and walked upon the 
water. This was highly precious to 
Christ, who eagerly looked (and mostly 
in vain) for men’s faith in hithself. 
Never mind if Peter got his eyes off 
the Lord and began to sink. He knew 
where to cry for help,—and got it. 
Furthermore, he came walking with 
Christ back to the boat. I had rather 
be wet Peter than dry Thomas! 


While He Still Trusted in Himself 


But there was much of self-confidence 
in this beloved man. He is ready to 
rebuke his Master when he foretold his 
crucifixion (Matt. 16:22). And again, 
when Christ said, “Who touched me?” 
(Luke 8:45.) Peter is ready to inform 
the Lord of glory that in the midst of 
such a multitude the question was un- 
reasonable! And he is again ready, 
without inquiring of the Lord Jesus, to 
tell the tax-gatherers that his Master 
(the King) was subject to the levy 
(Matt. 17:24, 25). 

Again, he asserts on the night of the 
betrayal, “If all shall be offended in 
thee, I will never be offended” (Matt. 
26:33),. And when our Lord solemnly 
assures him, “Before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny me thrice,” Peter cries, “If 


As the subject of the International 
Uniform Lessons for the first quar- 
ter of this year is the “Life and 
Work of Peter,” Mr. Newell’s dis- 
cerning character study will be wel- 
~ come to a great host of teachers and 
superintendents as they prepare the 
lessons. All who have heard Mr. 
Newell teach the Bible, or who have 
read his books, have been impressed 
with his thorough knowledge of 
Scripture, his emphasis on the im- 
portance of rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth, and his exaltation 
of the grace of God. These same 
characteristics are strikingly present 
in this article. Peter is portrayed 
from four different points of view, 
as the title implies, and though one 
may begin to read as a teacher look- 
ing for valuable side lights on his 
teaching, — which he will find, — his 
heart will be warmed as he realizes 
afresh all that God did for Peter, 

and what He can do for us today. 








I must die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thee.” 

How graciously did the Lord deal with 
every manifestation of this self-confi- 
dence! The first he met sternly, — “He 
rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind 
me, Satan,”—for it was indeed the 
enemy that would use this chief apostle 
to deflect our Lord from his path. 


The Lord’s Mercy toward Peter 


The second  instance,—of being 
charged with unreasonableness — our 
Lord simply ignores. In the third case 
he quietly asserts the real freedom from 
the foreign tribute of the Children of 
Israel while the Messiah was present! 
With kingly dignity, backed with al- 
mighty power, he speaks to Peter: “Lest 
we cause them to stumble, go thou to 
the sea, and cast a hook, and take up 
the fish that first cometh up; and when 
thou hast opened his moutlf, thou shalt 
find” —the taxes for both Peter and 
his Lord! (Matt. 17:27.) And the fourth 
case, Peter’s denial, — oh, infinite grace! 
—is met by the risen Christ’s sending 
the special “and Peter” message to his 
now despairing disciple (Mark 16:7), 
and by his personally revealing himself 
to Peter,—the first of the apostles to 
see him risen! For the rest say: “The 
Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared 
to Simon” (Luke 24:34). 

We may remark, that this fault of self- 
confidence does not seem to be selfish- 
ness, nor does it take on the character 
of “lording it over” the other apos- 
tles. God knew what Satan would lead 
men to assert of Peter in later times. 
Only once does this spirit show, and 


then not exactly. “Lord, what shall this’ 


man do?” Peter inquires in the closing 
scene in John (John 21:21). And the 
Lord just then and there checks all 


papal possibilities in Peter: “If I will 
that he [John] tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee? follow thou me.” And 
Peter did, to the end! 


III. Tue APoOstLe 


Even a great man eludes description 
by so much as he is greater than we, 
in vision, in grasp, in motive, in hidden 
springs of action; how then shall we 
define an apostle,—one directly sent 
by Christ and endued with authority, 
power, wisdom, to represent and act for 
Christ the Son of God? There had been 
many patriarchs, prophets, kings, acting 
by God’s appointment and having mes- 
sages from and occasional visions of God, 
but never till the Twelve were chosen 
had such a thing occurred as this: “He 
called his disciples; and he chose from 
them twelve, whom he’also named apos- 
tles” (Luke 6:13) “that they might be 
with him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have authority 
to cast out demons” (Mark 3:14, 15) 
“and to heal all manner of disease and 
all manner of sickness” (Matt. 10:1). 
These men walked three and a half 
years in the most intimate daily con- 
tact with the Son of God, beholding 
his glory who declared the Father! 


Peter, Strong in the Lord 


So we come to Simon Peter, commis- 
sioned with the administrative “keys” 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, chief of the 
Twelve, the great apostle of the circum- 
cision. He was an “unlearned and igno- 
rant” man; and we are at once face to 
face with the fact that when it is a 
matter of using God’s strength all pos- 
sible human education and culture can- 
not differentiate by a hair’s breadth one 
human creature from another. Joshua 
said to Jehovah, “Sun, stand thou still 
upon Gibeon” (Josh. 10:12, 13). And 
Peter said to the lame man, in Acts 3, 
“What I have, that give I thee. In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk.” : 

The history of the Twelve necessarily 
divides itself into three periods: 


1. From the time they were chosen 
and sent forth,—with Messianic-king- 
dom “authority” to preach to “the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” that “the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” —in 
Matthew 10; to the command in Mat- 
thew 16:20, to cease further to tell any 
man that he was the Christ (the Mes- 
siah). 


2. The second period was the time of 
our Lord’s teaching the apostles, — as far 
as they were able in their Jewish-mind- 
edness to hearken, —that their Messiah 
was now on his way to Jerusalem to 
be crucified, and to rise the third day 
(Matt. 16:21ff). The immediate King- 
dom-expectation was so strong in the 
apostles that none of them understood 
this second period. Mary of Bethany 
alone, it seems, fully accepted our Lord’s 
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fiain words concerning his death; and 
she anointed him “beforehand.” The 
other women, with equal love, were too 
late with their spices. And when Mary 
Magdalene and the other women wit- 
nessed to the apostles that they had 
seen the Lord, these apostles disbelieved 
(Mark 16:11). Sad evidence of the 
power of religious tradition to blind the 
human heart! 


3. The third period is the witness of 
the Twelve, after Pentecost, to Christ’s 
bodily resurrection. In this post-resur- 
rection testimony to Israel, as before, 
Peter takes the lead, — not officially, but 
through the peculiar energy of faith 
God had given him. (Matthias, divinely 
chosen by lot through wisdom given to 
Peter, had taken Judas’ place.) 

This resurrection-testimony was essen- 
tially different from the former king- 
dom testimony of a Messiah who was 
then present. The stupendous fact of 
Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion altered everything. First, it post- 
poned into an unrevealed future the 
earthly kingdom and reign upon earth 
of the Lord. Second, it proclaimed a 
present, free forgiveness of sins to such 
Israelites or proselytes as should re- 
pent (of the national rejection of Jesus) ; 
and should be baptized publicly in his 
name —thus breaking with a disobedi- 
ent nation; and hereupon receiving both 
remission of sins and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Peter, to whom the Lord had given 
the “keys,” thus opened formally and 
administratively the door, first to the 
Jews, including “devout men [prose- 
lytes], from every nation under heaven” 
(Acts 2:5, 38). 


Peter Preaches to Gentiles 


But Peter uses a different “key” to 
open the door to Cornelius’ household, 
the Gentiles, in Acts 10:43. For he there 
said, after telling of Christ’s crucifixion 
and resurrection: “To him bear all 
the prophets witness, that through his 
name every one that believeth on him 
{Gentiles as well as Jews] shall receive 
remission of sins.” Here the simple, 
sole condition is faith in Christ, as Peter 
testifies at the Church council in Acts 
15:7-9: “God made choice among you, 
that by my mouth the Gentiles should 
hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 
And God, who knoweth the heart, bare 
them witness, giving them the Holy 
Spirit.” Baptism had been insisted upon 
by Ananias in even Saul of Tarsus’ case, 
and submitted to by him, before assur- 
ance of remission of sins (Acts 22:16). 
But not so with the Gentiles. Baptism 
with them followed faith and the gift of 
the Spirit. 

Gentiles had not, as had the Jews, a 
Messiah offered to them who was offi- 
cially, nationally rejected. Therefore, 
Peter’s administrative “key” was simpler 
in the case of the Gentiles than in that 
of the Jews. 

The official conferring of the Holy 
Spirit upon the apostles occurs in John 
20:21-23. They were then constituted 
Christ’s official representatives, during 
his absence, by the Holy Spirit, when 
our Lord breathed on them, saying, 
“Receive ye the Holy Spirit: whose 
soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven 
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unto them; whose soever sins ye re- 
tain, they are retained.” By the pres- 
ence within them and upon them of 
the blessed Spirit they would act in 
divine discernment toward the souls 
of men, even to the “retaining sins” — 
as Peter did in the case of Simon Magus 
(Acts 8:20-23). 

On the day of Pentecost the prom- 
ised dispensational gift and advent of 
the Holy Spirit came not only upon the 
apostles but upon the one hundred and 
twenty in the upper room; also they 
were all “filled” with the Holy Spirit, 
—that is, he took charge of them and 
their faculties. In a word, the following 
effects on that day may be traced: 
1. They were baptized by the Spirit into 
the risen Christ (1 Cor. 12:12, 13). 
2. They were all “made to drink of one 
Spirit.” 3. They were mightily anointed 
for service. 4. Their personal lives were 
transformed: from weakness to power; 
from self-seeking to love; from narrow 
Jews to heavenly men; from oecupation 
with carnal Jewish kingdom-thoughts 
to Christ in Heaven. 


The Power of the Spirit in Peter 


Two circumstances may be adduced 
to bring out the complete change in 
Peter upon receiving the Holy Spirit: 

First, as to the control of his impetu- 
cus and .self-confident spirit. Of the 
first Church council, in Acts 15, we 
read: “The apostles and the elders were 
gathered together to consider of this 
matter. And when there had been much 
questioning, Peter rose up, and said unto 
them, Brethren, ye know that a good 
while ago God made choice among you, 
that by my mouth the Gentiles should 
hear the word of the gospel, and be- 
lieve” (Acts 15:6, 7). Here notice this 
chief apostle of the Twelve (immedi- 
ately ready in the old days even to 
interrupt his Lord with his opinions) 
now keeping silence until another and 
another had spoken! And even when 
Peter at last does speak, it is to say 
that God simply made choice of his 
mouth. God' has all the glory! 

Second, we read in the early chapters 
of the Acts, that our risen Lord (as he 
had promised), does through his disciples 
“greater works” than even he himself 
had done on earth; and Peter is the 
chief actor: “Insomuch that they even 
carried out the sick into the streets, and 
laid them on beds and couches, that, 
as Peter came by, at the least his shadow 
might overshadow some one of them” 
(Acts 5:15). 








Lest We Forget 
By M. M. Cheaney 


Deuteronomy 6:10- 12 


ELLS that we digged not with water 

are filled ; 
Cities we hold that our hands did not build; 
Vineyards we planted not yield to our store 
Plenty pressed down and still running o’er; 
From seed that we sowed not the harvest of 


peace 

Our land doth enrich,—.our blessings in- 
crease. 

So to us as to Israel cometh the word; 

*s When thy measures are full, forget not the 
Lord!”’ 


January 7, 1939 


Now we know from history and from 
observation of the present day that 
power intoxicates a man. Even ecclesi- 
astical men become conscious of great 
importance as they are advanced before 
men. But let us hear Peter, chief apos- 
tle of the Twelve, writing in his beauti- 
ful epistle: “The elders therefore among 
you I exhort, who am a fellow-elder .. . 
all of you gird yourselves with humility, 
to serve one another” (1 Pet. 5:1, 5). 


Transformed by the Light 


Peter said of the apostles’ preaching 
the Gospel, that it was “by the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven.” No 
place at all is left for human wisdom 
or power; for when a man is God-pos- 
sessed it is no longer a question of 
man but of God. Driving down the 
road with the sun at my back one morn- 
ing, I saw a glorious blaze of light like 
a vast diamond ahead by the roadside. 
But when I stopped and walked to 
it I found it a piece of common broken 
glass — transformed by the light! How 
shall we account for the beautiful (and 
correct) Greek of Peter’s Epistles? Thus: 
a fisherman filled with the Holy Spirit! 
He joins the shepherd-boy David, the 
sweet Psalmist; and Amos the herds- 
man; and Moses with forty years of 
“failure,” — now become a plain shep- 
herd of Midian, all Egypt’s former “wis- 
dom” discarded; and Paul, speaking 
“not in words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth” 
(1 Cor. 2:13). 


IV. THE MARTYR 


It is striking that although probably 
all the apostles except John were put 
to death for Christ, the history of the 
martyrdom of but one—James the 
brother of John, is narrated. For, al- 
though Paul said, “God hath set forth 
us the apostles last of all, as men 
doomed to death” (1 Cor. 4:9-13), it was 
not that fate to which God called chief 
attention, but, as this remarkable pas- 
sage shows, entire and constant con- 
formity to the path of their despised 
and rejected Lord. And Peter is an 
eminent follower of his Lord in this 
path! As he says in his First Epis- 
tle (and suffering “as a Christian” is 
the key of this Epistle): ‘“Forasmuch 
then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm 
ye yourselves also with the same 
thought” (or expectation) (1 Pet. 4:1). 
And Peter calmly writes of the same 
expectation for himself: “Knowing that 
the putting off of my tabernacle cometh 
swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ 
signified unto me” (2 Pet. 1:14). It is 
greater to walk for years, as did Peter, 
in the walk of “a holy apostle in the 
Spirit,” than to be put to sudden, even 
terrible death, for Christ’s sake, — 
though, both have a greatness of which 
this world knows nothing whatever ! 

Archbishop Leighton’s opening sen- 
tence, in his classic commentary on 
First Peter, is: “The grace of God in 
the heart of man is a tender plant in a 
strange, unkindly soil.” And how won- 
drously does God develop, before our 
delighted eyes, this “tender plant” in 
the heart and life of Simon Peter: “First 
the blade, then the ear, after that the 
full corn in the ear”! 


De LAND, FLA. 
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The right kind of ” reconciliation” in 
the light of the latest discoveries 








Science and the First Chapter of Genesis 
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formation of the universe and 

our earth with the life upon it. 
Moses definitely attributes to God sev- 
eral creations and divine acts in con- 
nection with the origin of the universe 
and life on our earth. 

One theory of evolution gives an ac- 
count of the formation of life, but asserts 
that it all came from natural forces and 
that God had no hand in it. 

I wish to discuss, in this article, as 
fairly as possible the evidences that 
science has to offer in a solution of this 
contradiction. 

When the layers of the earth are 
studied with their fossils we cannot help 
being impressed by the changes in forms 
occurring within each layer, or geolog- 
ical period. The fossils, however, cannot 
be perfectly patched together to show 
just how each developed from the one 
before. These gaps become striking 
with respect to some forms of life when 
we cross the break from one geolog- 
ical period to the next. However, as 
these fossils are laid out and studied 
for the continuance of general charac- 
teristics from one layer to the next, it 
is a very reasonable thing to suppose 
that if all life had been fossilized and 
could be found they would complete the 
story and leave no place for any crea- 
tion. I say this is a reasonable theory. 
I should say it would be reasonable if 
we looked only at the fossils; for we 
must realize that some of these gaps 
could be accounted for by creations 
of God just as well as by the lack of 
fossils. 


Cj emt gives an account of the 


Scientific Prophecies in Genesis 


Let us turn, then, to Genesis and find 
what claim it makes for the creations 
and God’s repeatedly taking a hand in 
the formation of our earth. Genesis was 
written before any science was devel- 
oped, and therefore its accounts consti- 
tute prophecies as to what the sciences 
should find when they are completely 
developed. We claim to be living in a 
scientific age, so if most of the items in 
Genesis should be found to agree with 
science it would certainly show a like- 
lihood of every thing in Genesis being 
accurate and Genesis therefore being in- 
spired. If every item could be shown 
to be accurate there could be no doubt 
of the inspiration of Genesis. 

Let us therefore turn to Moses’ .ac- 
count, and take up his record, item by 
item. . 


1. Genesis 1:1. “God created the 
heaven and the earth.” No science 
makes any attempt to account for the 
origin of the matter of the physical uni- 
verse. No one can contradict God’s 
creation here. 

2. Genesis 1:2. “The earth was with- 
out form, and void, and darkness —” 

This item is the most difficult of all 
to establish; however, great progress has 


In last week’s issue of the Times 
Professor Stoner told how twelve 
Chinese students. were led to Christ 
through his teaching of the first 
chapter of Genesis. This week he 
gives an intensely interesting sum- 
mary of his method of comparing 
the Bible account of creation with 
the latest findings of true science. 
Again, the scientists have had to 
revise their conclusions, and the 
Word of God is vindicated. Out- 
standing points in this article are 
Professor Stoner’s exposure of the 
falsity of the Egyptian and Baby- 
lonian stories of creation, his stupen- 
dous mathematical figures showing 
how impossible it was for Moses to 
guess at what he wrote, and his 
striking illustration of the building 
of a house. Christian parents and 
teachers will welcome his conclu- 
sions as additional evidence to 
strengthen the faith of young people 
in the Bible. 








“been made by science in the last twenty 


years regarding the steps that the earth 
went through in reaching its present 
state. 


Science Again Discards a Theory 


The old nebular hypothesis held sway 
for a century or so and was far better 
established than the theory of evolution. 
It claimed that all astronomical systems 
started with a great flat disc of gas, 
very hot and rotating rapidly. As it 
contracted, its speed of rotation increased 
and it threw off small parts of itself 
which became the planets, while the 
remaining central body was the sun. 
Genesis 1:2 says the earth had no speci- 
fiable shape, that it was very rare in 
density, and dark. The nebular hy- 
pothesis said it was disc shaped, a dense 
gas, and gave off great amounts of light. 
These contradict each other at every 
statement. The astronomer further said 
that he knew of no physical object that 
filled the description of Genesis 1:2. 
The critic pointed his finger at Genesis 
1:2 and said, “Certainly you cannot be- 
lieve a story like that’; and we had 
nothing to say. However, about twenty 
years ago the nebular hypothesis was 
proved false, as it was shown that it 
violated well-established laws of phys- 
ics; and about the same time dark 
nebulz were discovered by the astron- 
omer, were found to have no describable 
shape, were very rare in density, and 
were absolutely dark. 

New theories sprang up like mush- 
rooms to replace the nebular hypoth- 
esis, but a year or two ago the last 
of those was also proved false by Dr. 
Henry Norris Russell, Director of the 
Princeton Observatory and a research 
associate of the Mount Wilson Observa- 
tory. Today there is not a theory left 


as to the formation of the earth or our 
solar system. However, workers on the 
cosmic ray have hinted that dark nebulz 
might be the birthplace of new stars. 
The critic no longer laughs at Genesis 
1:2. I have heard Dr. Dinsmore Alter, 
Director of the Griffith Planetarium and 
Observatory of Los Angeles, quote Gen- 
esis 1:2 to describe a dark nebula, say- 
ing that it was the best description they 
knew of. 


3. Genesis 1:3. “And God said, Let 
there be light.” 

We do not, as yet, understand exactly 
how, but we know that a new star com- 
ing from a nebula must heat up and 
give off light as an early stage of its 
development. 


4. Genesis 1:6, 7. “God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above.” 

According to the laws of physics a 
hot, gaseous body in cooling off must 
liquefy, then form a solid center sur- 
rounded by gases including water vapor, 
if it exists. As the body gets still 
cooler, most of this water must deposit 
on the surface of the planet. A part 
will remain as clouds for an indefinite 
period, as evaporation will continually 
make new clouds. This evaporation will 
be very great when there is internal 
heat in the planet. This was the con- 
dition of the earth in Genesis 1:6, 7. 


5. Genesis 1:9. “And God said, Let 
the waters under the heaven be gathered 
together unto one place.” 

Recent writings on geology contend 
for the idea that the earth was com- 
pletely covered with water in its early 
age. 

Complete Agreement in Chronology 

6. Genesis 1:9. “And let the dry land 
appear.” 

Theories of geology differ as to what 
forces are most active in forming con- 
tinents, but all agree that this is the 
time in the earth’s formation when land 
must have risen from the ocean. 


7. Genesis 1:11, 12. “And God said, 
Let the earth bring forth grass, the 
herb —” 

Here again we have a little trouble 
establishing our point. In the layer of 
the earth laid down in the Archzan 
era we find great deposits of graphite, 
but the pressure on this layer has been 
so great that all fossils have been de- 
stroyed and there is no way of telling 
from the graphite whether it came from 
plant or animal life. However, chem- 
istry helps us to draw a conclusion here. 
It says that no planet can have oxygen 
in its atmosphere unless it has plant 
life continually to throw off oxygen into 
the atmosphere. For any planet which 
started with oxygen in its atmosphere 
would very quickly lose it as the rocks 
and surface of the planet oxidized. We 
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can conclude, then, with reasonable cer- 
tainty that the first life on a planet 
should be plant life, as Genesis de- 
scribes. So, whether or not the great 
graphite beds of the Archzan age were 
of plant origin, plant life must have 
been first on the earth to establish a 
usable atmosphere for animals. 


8. Genesis 1:14-18. “And God made 
two great lights.” 

We notice that the Hebrew word here 
does not mean created, but made to 
function. God created the sun and moon, 
earlier, as described in verse 1. Up to 
this time the earth was so covered with 
clouds that the sun and moon could 
not be used for signs and for seasons, 
for days and for years. 


The Earth Once a Vast Hothouse 


Critics again have pointed at this verse 
and said the Bible could not be true, for 
there could be no plant life on the 
earth before the sun was created. The 
critic here, as is so commonly the case, 
has not stopped to read carefully. Vege- 
tation could flourish on the earth when 
it was completely covered with clouds 
and had heat rising from within the 
planet. In fact, the clouds would keep 
the sun from burning the vegetation, 
and a perfect hothouse situation would 
exist. Yes, this is the right place for 
the appearance of the sun and moon. 


9. Genesis 1:21. “And God created 
great whales, and every living creature 
that moveth, which the waters brought 
forth.” 

This seems to describe the Devonian 
period where fossils of the fish are 
found in abundance. 


10. Genesis 1:21. 
winged fowl—” : 

A little later than the Devonian, in 
the Jurassic period, we find the fossils 
of birds appearing, so the beginning of 
the Jurassic period may be the place 
corresponding to the creation of the 
birds. 


11. Genesis 1:24, 25. “And God said, 
Let the earth bring forth ... cattle, 
and ... beast of the field.” 

Still farther up in the geological layers 
in the Oligocene period we find the fos- 
sils of mammals. 


12. Genesis 1:26-28. “And God said, 
Let us make man—” 

In the Psychozoric Era, or recent pe- 
riod, we find the fossils of man. 

I realize that some would disagree 
with the particular period in which these 
different fossils first appeared, but I am 
quite certain that no authority would 
change the order. They would only drop 
some a little lower down the scale. The 
order is the only thing we are concerned 
with here. The names of the periods 
make no difference in our study, and it 
is not necessary to discuss them further. 

We have shown that the twelve things 
of Genesis are true and in the correct 
order, as seen from the standpoint of 
human science. And we must remem- 
ber that we could arrange twelve things 
in 479,001,600 different ways! 

The order of creation as taught in 
Egypt does not agree with Genesis, 
therefore Moses did not get it from 
Egypt. He did not get it from Babylon, 
for their theory also has come down to 
us, having no resemblance to Genesis. 


“-and every 
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We cannot say that Moses might have 
guessed the right order, for he would 
have had but one chance in 479,001,600 
of getting the right order. We would 
have to consider also the chance Moses 
would have had of knowing the differ- 
ent items to be true. For example, what 
chance could Moses have had of know- 
ing that a dark nebula existed? Cer- 
tainly not more than 1 in 1,000,000. His 
chance, then, of getting this item in the 
list and the order right would be 1 in 
479,001,600,000,000. Likewise we would 
have to multiply this by the chance 
Moses might have had of knowing that 
the earth was earlier covered solidly 
with clouds, his chance of knowing that 
the earth was covered with water, etc., 
etc. When we are through multiplying 
by these numbers, his chance will have 
become so small that even the worst 
skeptic could not say that he thought 
Moses just guessed. Moses was divinely 
-inspired. 

Let us think of it another way. Sup- 
pose a man claims that he built a cer- 
tain house at some early time but has 
no records or witnesses to prove it. How 
can he establish the fact? He can tell 
just what went into the construction of 
that house, hidden away where no one 
can see. 


What Only the Builder Would Know 


He can say, for example: “I made the 
footings of the foundation 24 inches wide 
instead of 18 inches. I used four 2x4 
studs at each corner instead of 3; be- 
tween the lath and the siding on the 
southeast corner I dropped a sack of 
nails that I did not recover,”—and so 
he could go on to name twelve things 
that no one else could know. Suppose 
the house is torn down and the twelve 
items found just as described. Did he 
build the house? Certainly no one 
would doubt that fact. 

God has done just that thing in Gene- 
sis. He told us that he created this 
universe, and told us of twelve things 
hidden away in it, so that when we 
found them we would have to believe 
that he was the builder. It has taken 
us 4,000 years to find them all, and we 
are just now prying off the last board, 
looking for Genesis 1:2, and through the 
cracks can glimpse the dark nebula just 
where God said it was. 

It seems hardly worth while to go 
back to the theory of evolution. The 
evidence that God did create is proved 
in Genesis itself so strongly that we 
must say it is these acts of God which 
make rveany of the gaps in the fossil 
series. Genesis does not record a single 
act of God performed on the life upon 
the earth except where a gap occurs in 
the fossils. Certainly God did create, 
and the theory of evolution is false in 
saying that he did not. 

Science, as it stands today, gives over- 
whelming evidence for the inspiration 
of Genesis. If this were the only evi- 
dence we had of the inspiration of the 
Bible, and it certainly is not, no one 
should doubt the inspiration of God’s 
Word. 

Genesis for decades past has been the 
battleground where the critic attacks 
the Bible. It is still the battleground, 
but the victory rests with God. 

PASADENA, CALIF. 


January 7, 1939 


Mrs. Finley Shepard 


By Winifred Griffith Thomas 


On December 21 Mrs. Finley J. Shepard, 
the former Helen Gould, was taken to be 
with the Lord from her summer home at 
Roxbury, N. Y. She was in her seventy- 
first year, and she was known to, and greatly 
loved by, many of God's people for her 
countless acts of benevolence and friendship 
and for her true, unwavering Christian 
testimony. As the New York Times said 
of her editorially after her death: “When 
she was testifying in the accounting of the 
fortune that had fallen to her she said that 
she ‘did not know how much she had given 
away,’ and added, ‘but I think I gave away 
most of it.’’”’ The late Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas was a friend whom Mrs. Shepard 
prized, and whom she honored as a trusted 
Bible teacher; Mrs. Griffith Thomas and her 
daughter knew Mrs. Shepard intimately, 
having spent many summers as her guests 
at the Roxbury Hotel, and the Editor has 
asked Miss Thomas to write of her be- 
loved friend. 


“ E SPEAK the same language,” 

Mrs. Shepard would say to her 
close Christian friends when they at- 
tempted to express their appreciation of 
the kindness and fellowship they so con- 
tinually enjoyed at her hands. It was 
her way of saying that, in the midst of 
her busy life, Mrs. Shepard genuinely 
prized the contacts she maintained with 
Christians of every rank and representa- 
tives of many evangelical efforts. Those 
privileged to be guests in her home on 
the Lord’s Day will always remember 
the sight of this dear Christian woman, 
surrounded as she was by every means 
for enjoyment, diligently and delight- 
edly reading the same religious periodi- 
cals that enter many humbler homes, — 
papers such as Kingdom Tidings, The 
Sunday School Times, The Moody 
Monthly, and numerous others. If cur- 
rent numbers of these were loaned to 
friends during the week, it was always 
suggested that they be returned in time 
for Mrs. Shepard’s Sunday reading. 

As the New York Times said in its 
editorial tribute to this truly great 
woman: “No one was more diligent in 
disseminating the Bible. Tracts with 
quotations from it were her evangel 
voice, for she was a Christian evangel.” 
Which is another way of saying that one 
of Mrs. Shepard’s greatest interests was 
the distribution of the Word of God, a 
work that she directed and financed in 
a large number of foreign languages. 
One of these was Yiddish, for she was 
often heard to say that she considered 
the evangelization of the Jew a special 
responsibility. She therefore gave gen- 
erously to the support of such efforts 
as the New York Mission to the Jews, 
directed by Miss Ruth Angel, of whom 
Mrs. Shepard used often to speak with 
the highest esteem. Another channel 
for “disseminating the Bible” she found 
in the presentation of Bibles to children 
of Delaware County (N. Y.) Sunday 
schools who would memorize a certain 
number of verses. Each summer, too, at 
her home in the same section of the 
state, it was her habit to invite from 
seventy to a hundred women among her 
relatives, guests, and residents of the vil- 
lage, for a weekly “fancy work class,” 
and at the end of the season she would 
present each with a book, which was 
usually of an evangelical nature (these 


(Continued on page 15) 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 22. PETER DENIES HIS LORD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 22 : 31-34, 54-62 
Golden Text.—Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.—1 Cor. 10:12 

















Kine JAMES VERSION 


Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 

32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, 
both into prison, and to death. 

34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this 
day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 


54 Then took they him, and led him, and brought. him into 
the high priest’s house. And Peter followed afar off. 

55 And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, 
and were set down together, Peter sat down among them. 

56 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and 
earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him. 

57 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. 

58 And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou 
art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. 

59 And about the space of one hour after another confidently 
affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for 
he is a Galilzan. 

60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And 
immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. 

61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

62 And Peter went. out and wept bitterly. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 22:31 Simon, Simon, behold, Satan Jasked to have you, 
that he might sift you as wheat: 32 but I made supplication for 
thee, that thy faith fail not; and do thou, when once thou hast 
turned again, establish thy brethren. 33 And he said unto him, 
Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death. 
34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this 
day, until thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 


54 And they seized him, and led him away, and brought him 
into the high priest’s house. But Peter followed afar off. 55 And 
when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the court, and had 
sat down together, Peter sat in the midst of them. 56 And a 
certain maid seeing him as he sat in the light of the fire, and 
looking stedfastly upon him, said,, This man also was with him. 
57 But he denied, saying, Woman, I know him not. 58 And 
after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou also art one 
of them. But Peter said, Man, I am not. 59 And after the space 
of about one hour another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a 
truth this man also was with him; for he is a Galilzan. 60 But 
Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, 
while he yet spake, the cock crew. 61 And the Lord turned, and 
looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the 
Lord, how that he said unto him, Before the cock crow this day 
thou shalt deny me thrice. 62 And he went out, and wept bitterly. 


1Or, obtained you by asking. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ACKSLIDING is never a sudden 
B descent from intense spirituality 

to open sin. Declension is a grad- 
ual process, even as growth in grace 
is that which goes on day by day as 
one walks with God. The word “back- 
slider” occurs but once in the Bible, and 
that in Proverbs 14:14, but we fre- 
quently find the term “backsliding,” 
though only in the books of Jeremiah 
and Hosea. However, although these 
words are not found in the New Testa- 
ment, we have many warnings against 
drifting from experiences once attained, 
and Peter’s case is a solemn example of 
backsliding, and shows us how one 
wrong state or attitude leads to another, 
until at last one may fall into grave 
evil-doing and so bring great dishonor 
upon the name of the Lord whom we 
profess to love. Peter’s backsliding 
seems to have begun when he ventured 
to rebuke Jesus, who had just declared 
the necessity of going to the cross (Matt. 
16:21-23). It was evidently the result 
of spiritual pride following the Saviour’s 
commendation because of Peter’s great 
declaration as to the true nature of His 
glorious person. Though so sternly re- 
buked, we do not read of any confession 
on Peter’s part, and sin unjudged leads 
inevitably to something worse as time 
goes on. 


The Historical Setting 


According to some chronologists, the 
betrayal and death of Jesus occurred 
in A. D. 29, but most now set the date 
as in A. D. 33. It was on the night be- 
fore the crucifixion that Peter failed 
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to stand the test, and even went so far 
as to deny, with oaths and impreca- 
tions, any knowledge of the Lord. 


Verse by Verse P 


Luke 22:31.—“Satan hath desired to 
have you.” In the government of God, 
he permits Satan to test the disciples 
of Christ. The word for desired might 
be rendered demanded. Satan claimed 
the right to sift Peter, and the Lord did 
not prevent this, for he knew that his 
self-confident apostle needed to undergo 
just such an experience in order to 
humble him. 


Verse 32.—“I have prayed for thee.” 
The advocacy of Christ (1 John 2:1) be- 
gan even before the actual test. The 
Lord Jesus knew how distressed Peter 
would be when his conscience became 
active, and so he prayed that he might 
be enabled still to trust the One against 
whom he sinned. “When thou art con- 
verted.” That is, when he should be 
turned again, or restored to fellowship, 
others were to profit by what Peter 
passed through. 


Verse 33.—“I am ready.” It was fleshly 
self-confidence that made Peter speak 
as he did. He little knew the untrust- 
worthiness of his own heart. This was 
the first wrong step on the downward 
road to denial of Christ. 

Verse 34.—‘The cock shall not crow 
this day.” The Jewish day began at sun- 
set. Cock-crowing was in the early 
morning. Ere that time Peter would 
deny his Lord three times. 

Verse 54.—“Peter followed afar off.” 
This was the second failure. Instead 
of taking his place boldly and openly, 
even though with trepidation of spirit, 
by the side of his Lord, the craven dis- 
ciple came slinking along in the rear 
of the mob. 


Verse 55.—“Peter sat down among 
them.” Failure number three. He sat 
“in the seat of the scornful” (Psa. 1:1), 
and by his guilty silence countenanced 
the wickedness of those with whom he 
associated. He was in a compromising 
position. 

Verse 56—“A certain maid beheld 
him.” Somewhere, this girl was sure 
she had seen Peter in the company of 
Jesus, and so she charged him with be- 
ing one of his associates. 


Verse 57.—“I know. him not.” One 
wonders that the words did not burn 
Peter’s lips! And this is the man who 
had vaunted his unfailing loyalty but a 
short time before! So little had he re- 
alized his own natural cowardice and 
need of divine help. 


Verse 58.—“‘Another saw him.” When 
challenged a second time Peter was even 
more vigorous in denying that he ever 
belonged to the company of the fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus. Sin repeated 
becomes easier. 


Verse 59.—“Of a truth this fellow also 
was with him.” An hour had passed, 
and Peter perhaps thought he had suc- 
cessfully eluded discovery, but a third 
challenge aroused him to frenzy. His 
Galilean accent had declared to those 
Judeans that he came from the north- 
ern province. 


Verse 60.—“‘Immediately .. . the cock 
crew.” From other Gospels we know 
that Peter denied with violent and pro- 
fane language all knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus. The words were hardly out of 
his mouth ere he was startled by the 
crowing of a cock. 

Verse 61.—“The Lord . . . looked upon 
Peter. And Peter remembered.” That 
look of the Lord Jesus brought his 
solemn warning back to the erring dis- 
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ciple’s mind. How shocked he must 
have been as he became conscious of 
his perfidy and wickedness, the crowing 
of the cock witnessing against him! 


Verse 62.—‘Peter went out, and wept 
bitterly.” His conscience accusing him 
and his heart breaking as he realized 
how he had failed his Lord, the stricken 
backslider hastened from the company 
of scoffers to find a lonely place in the 
dark to weep. It was the beginning 
of his restoration. His faith had not 
failed ! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Distrust of self and full trust in God 
is the sure way to prevent backsliding. 
It is never safe to depend upon past ex- 
periences for future blessing, or to rely 
on one’s own ability to stand in the hour 
of temptation. “He giveth more grace.” 
Had Peter’s dependence been upon the 
Lord himself, he would not have failed 
so miserably in the hour of stress. It 
is important to realize, however, that 
there is a vast difference between spir- 
itual declension and apostasy. No mat- 
ter how genuine one’s Christianity may 
be, he is never beyond the possibility of 
failure or backsliding while in this 
scene, but no real believer will ever 
become an apostate, for that involves a 
definite turning away from the truth as 
to Christ and his redemptive work. The 
Spirit of God will reclaim the back- 
slider, but there is no such promise for 
the recovery of the apostate. 


Lesson Outline 
A’ DOWNWARD COURSE 
Self-confidence (Luke 22:33) 
Slothfulness (Mark 14:37) 
Recklessness (John 18:11) 
Backwardness (Luke 22:54) 
Companionship with Christ’s foes (v. 
55) 
The first denial (v. 57) 
The second denial (v. 58) 
The third denial, with oaths (Mark 14: 
71) 
Out in the dark with an accusing con- 
science (Matt. 26:75) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The accounts of this incident differ 
in all the Gospels in just such particu- 
lars as we might expect to find in the 
narratives of four writers among whom 
there had been no collusion of any kind. 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, each told 
the exact truth, but no one attempted 
to fit his story with that of any other. 
There is perfect agreement, and yet all 
are different. 


The Cock Crowing. Mark speaks of 
the cock crowing twice; the others say 
“before the cock crow.” There is no 
contradiction. Cock-crowing was the 
designation of a particular hour, about 
three o’clock in the morning. Actually, 
Peter was to hear two distinct cocks crow 
—the first as a warning and a call to 
repent in time, the latter as a sad re- 
minder of his utter failure, as predicted 
by the Lord. 


The downward path is an easy one. 
It takes a surrendered will to start up 
the road again and to go on to ultimate 
victory. Peter moved downward with 
startling rapidity after taking the first 
wrong step. His boastfulness, when 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. January 22.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 

5. January 29.—Peter Declares His Love. 
John 21:11-19 


Pee ere eee Acts 3:1 to 4:22 
. February 19.—Beverage Alcohol and 
Its Social Perils (A social aspect of 
the liquor problem). 
Amos 6:1-6; 1 Peter 2:11, 12; 4:1-5 
. February 26.—Peter in Samaria. Acts 8:4-25 
. March 5.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:1-48 
11. March 12.—Peter Delivered from 
i ee ee ree Acts 12:5-17 
12. March 19.—Peter Exhorts to Chris- 
errr, ee 1 Peter 3:8-18 


6. February 5.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
CORE RETR Te Acts 2:5-18, 36-41 

7. February 12.—Peter Heals a Lame 
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warned by the Lord Jesus of coming 
danger, was mistaken for true courage, 
but when courage was really needed he 
became a coward and denied all that 
once he had gloried in. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we distrustful of ourselves, or do 
we rely upon our own strength to stand 
the test in the hour of trial? 


Do we realize our own inability to 
cope with the wiles of our crafty foe, 
Satan, who ever seeks to ruin our dis- 
cipleship? 


Do we fancy we can go on in fellow- 
ship with the children of darkness and 
still be able to witness for Christ? 


Are we always ready to avow with 
holy boldness our association with the 
Lord Jesus and his disciples, or do we 
shrink from what the world will say 
if men know we belong to Christ? 


We are told to watch and pray that 
we may be strong in the hour of temp- 
tation. Do we neglect the means of 
grace and yet expect divine help in 
the time of stress? 


Prayerlessness is‘a sin. Are we ex- 
ercised before God about this? 


Peter, acting in the flesh, denied his 
Lord. The same apostle, when con- 
trolled by the Holy Spirit after Pente- 
cost, charged home upon Israel the sin 
of denying the Holy One (Acts 3:13) in 
convicting power. Do we know the 
blessedness of thus being dominated by 
the promised Comforter? 


What must Peter’s thoughts have been 
as he wandered about in the darkness 
with that look of the Lord Jesus pierc- 
ing his soul and his awakened con- 
science lashing him into a frenzy of 
grief? Is there any experience worse 
than to know that we have failed the 
Lord in the hour of need? 


We are grieved and shocked to think 
that one who had companied with Christ 
for over three years could even deny 
that he ever knew him; but have we not 
proved as unreliable and cowardly on 
many occasions? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


When Satan sifts God’s wheat, the 
chaff alone remains in the sieve, for all 
the grains fall through. 
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The Lord Jesus did not pray that Peter 
might not be tested, but that in the 
hour of trial, with the bitter sense of 
failure afterward, he might not lose 
faith in the unchanging love of God. 


One who has known the wretched- 
ness of departure from God and the 
happiness of restoration is well quali- 
fied to strengthen other weak and vacil- 
lating brethren. 


We are told that “he that trusteth in 
his own heart is a fool” (Prov. 28:26); 
but Peter had not learned this salutary 
lesson or he would never have boasted 
of his dependability. 

No failure or sin on the part of a child 
of God ever takes Christ by surprise, 
for he knew all we would ever do and 
be, long before he saved us. 


Peter warming himself at the world’s 
fire was weak and helpless when the 
supreme test came. 


Peter’s first denial of the Lord Jesus 
was possibly a greater surprise to Peter 
himself than to anyone else, for he had 
never before fathomed the depths of 
his own unreliability. 

It is evident that Peter was chatting 
with those gathered about the fire, thus 
participating in the fellowship of the 
ungodly, for otherwise his Galilean ac- 
cent would not have been observed. 


When the Lord turned and looked 
upon Peter, his eyes told of his unchang- 
ing love and broke the heart of the poor 
backslider who had denied him. 


We often keep the Lord busy putting 
on ears that we slash off in misguided 
zeal. 


Peter is illustrative of a backsliding 
believer, but Judas represents complete 
apostasy from Christ and his truth. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY do you suppose the Lord Jesus 

used the name Simon instead of Peter 

when warning him of his coming fail- 
ure? 

2. Why did the Lord Jesus not pray that 
Peter would be kept from falling rather 
than simply that his faith might not fail? 

3. Does God ever make even sin on the 
part of a believer work for good? 

4. If so, is Christ then the minister of 
sin. and does God condone sin in a Chris- 
tian? 

5. Were Peter's protestations intentionally 
false? 


6. Did the time ever come when he ful- 
filled his promise? 


7. Can one be converted more than once, 
and what does it mean? 

8. How did Peter manifest the forward- 
ness and the backwardness of the flesh? 

9. Is it ever right for the Christian to 
draw the sword and attack others? 


10. When the Lord looked on Peter, was 
it in anger? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 13 of this issue. 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe Sun- 
DAY ScHoot Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 


- which beset us. 


Lesson for January 22 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
our hearts are heavy when we remember how 
easy it has been to forget thee in an hour of 
severe temptation. Thou hast mercifully pro- 
vided a way of escape from every testing time, 
when through the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we may have the victory which he 
offers, and which he ‘is, over the temptations 
May we be reminded of this 
before the crisis, rather than afterward, in 
order that we may stand firmly for him, and 
not prove recreant. We thank thee, Lord 
Jesus, that thou est not turn away from us, 
but that thou dost make intercession for us, 
even as for Peter, for whom thou didst pray 
that his faith should not fail. Abide with us, 
we pray thee, through light and darkness 
holding us true as faithful followers of thine, 
in humble reliance upon thy power. We ask 
this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How often we say, 
‘If I had only thought, if I had only re- 
membered, if I had only looked ahead to 
see what this thing would mean!” So 
Peter must have thought: when he wept 
over his turning away from the Lord 
Jesus, but the Lord did not turn away 
from him. He taught him a tremendous 
lesson, so that this man was able, later 
on, to write in a letter to other Chris- 
tians, to you “who are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
When you get home, just turn to the 
first Epistle of Peter and find that verse 
for yourself, and mark the words “are 
kept.” Peter had tried to keep himself 
from doing wrong. He learned that 
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through faith the Lord’s followers are 
kept. Isn’t that most wonderfully better 
than the other plan? Are you trying the 
“are kept” plan day by day? Let us 
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The Busy 6AeAS Comer’! | 


= STON, MAS. 
By William A: Ridgway . aa Write for Sp 


One of Us!—Satan hath desired... 
you... but I have prayed for thee 
(Luke 22:31, 32). We seem to have 
gotten into this lesson last week. In 
last week’s lesson it was shown how easy 
it is to beat the Devil when there is 
enough of the Christ life in us to stir 
up a healthy hatred for Satan and all 
his works (Jas. 4:7). 

In this lesson Peter gets into a sorry 
mess. Stubs his toe and tumbles in, as 
many another of us has done. Like a 
lot more of us “disciples,” Peter “fol- 
lowed afar off.” In warfare it is the 
“straggler” who falls into the hands of 
the guerillas, and who is made prisoner 
and robbed—if he is lucky, for no 
worse ! 

This incident in Peter’s life is one of 
the most encouraging things in the Book 
for those of us who have our moments 


‘A DOUBLE MINDED MAN IS ‘UNSTABLE IN ALL HLS WAYS” Jas.u:8 
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Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
with a display frame, may be had for $5.20; without frame, $4. Orders should be sent to the 
Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 388, Findlay, Ohio. 
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Special arrangements by 
Norman Price 
Every male quartet should 
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ments by Norman Price, 
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of weakness—and our limitations! (1 
John 2:1; Rom. 8:34.) When Peter’s 
“brakes” went back on him and the 
“burnt rubber” made such a hellish 
smell, his Lord and owner did not for 
a single instant consider trading him in 
for a better model! 

Our Lord knew Peter better than he 
knew himself, and our Lord knew what 
sort of road he would have to go bump- 
ing over. So he tells Peter what to ex- 
pect and gives him the great information 
that he, his Lord, prays for him. And 
he does the same for poor old faulty 
you and me! 

When the Twin Six Packard car was 
brought out years ago I came into some 
, easy money the law gave me for sign- 
ing my name. I bought one of the new 
Twin Six touring cars. There have been 
“wonderful improvements” since (meb- 
bee!), but no better car has yet been 
produced. We called ours “Old Aunt 
Betsy,” and every Sunday afternoon it 
went to work for Rock Run Sunday 
School keeping up attendance! 

There has never been a better fol- 
lower of our Lord than poor old human 
Peter became. Who can estimate the 
thousands who have ridden into Heaven 
with Peter! 


The Small Talent.—A certain maid... 
said. ... After a little while another. ... 
Another ... affirmed. ... And Peter said 
(vs. 56-60). Some years ago the State 
of Ohio set up a little white cross along 
the highways to show that at that spot 
a fatal accident had occurred. A cross 
for each death. At one place, a railroad 
crossing, we counted twelve white 
crosses. It was a gruesome warning, but 
it warned all right. Here in Luke 22: 
56-60 you come to the “spot” of another 
catastrophe! Over in the Old Testa- 
ment you will find the “spot” that marks 
another bad breakdown. Both due to 
careless driving! (2 Sam. 12:7; 1 Pet. 
5:8.) 

I have always liked this fanciful story. 
I got it from the late Sam Boggs, a 
prison commissioner, who said it was 
given him by a “Lifer” in Cherry Hill 
(Philadelphia) prison, a fine Christian 
convert. 

The Creator was distributing songs 
among his feathered creatures. The 
meadowlark was given his sweet note. 
The cardinal got his cheery whistle. The 
robin also. The Baltimore oriole re- 
ceived his rich warble. The song spar- 
raw, first of the birds usually to sing 
in the springtime, came with his wel- 
coming note. The starling, the English 
emigrant, who though often despised, 
was made a regular Broadway enter- 
tainer, with the variety of other bird 
songs he can imitate. The catbird, which 
was given the meow of the cat, and does 
it cheerfully. The house wren who got 
its bubbling torrent of song. The flicker 
which was given the drum of the or- 
chestra. He likes to beat a tattoo on a 
hollow log or even on a tin roof, the 
noisier the better. The wood thrush 
got the flute and often leaves the woods 
for big gardens. 

When the Creator came to Chanti- 
cleer he said, “The song I have for you 
is ‘Cocky-doodle-doo.’” 

“Why can I not have a sweet song like 
the blue bird, the robin, and the wren?” 
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“Because I have a great work for 
you to do in the years to come. In the 
meantime you can use the song to herald 
the sunrise.” 

It was Chanticleer’s song of “Cocky- 
doodle-doo” that awoke the sleeping soul 
of the great apostle and started him on 
the way back. Peter tells us all about 
it in Mark 14:66-72. 

There are several morals to this story. 
One is this: Only a few are given the 
voice of a song sparrow. Most of us 
cannot sing. But all can “Cocky-doodle- 
doo” and use our commonplace “crow” 
in what may seem some commonplace 
service, the result of which will go 
multiplying down the ages. (This rooster 
story is the chapter “The Christian Gen- 
tleman in Jail,” in my book, “The Chris- 
tian Gentleman.”) 

(I got these bird notes from Gurdon 
Scovilie, an authority on birds.) 


A New York Breakdown.—And Peter 
went out, and wept bitterly (v. 62). “The 
best of us is likely to have a bust up!” 
said the man who had just “busted.” 
Our failures do not so much show what 
sort of poor materials that constitute us, 
as does the way we clean up our wrecks. 

This great Pennsylvania Railroad does 
not demonstrate its wonderful excellence 
and efficiency by never having any ac- 
cidents, but by the rapidity with which 
the tracks are opened and the life of 
railroad restored for traffic when they 
do have a bad wreck (Psa. 79:8; Luke 
15:17, 18). 

Some of us have sudden and unex- 
pected breakdowns, as did Peter. Here 
is the sad record of one that new sub- 
scriber has never heard about. 

I had an appointment with an exec- 
utive of a large company in New York 
City to close a deal for some machinery 
we had been corresponding about. 

In these great corporations the girl at 
the “information” desk is often the last 
employee put on, and the poorest paid 
girl in the office. When I presented my 
card to this “Information” girl of my 
story, and said, “To see Mr. Busley”: 

“He’s busy,” snapped Information. 

“Take my card in to him,” I said pleas- 
antly. 

“Didn’t I tell you he’s busy?” she again 
snarled. ’ 

At this I forgot my religion, and with 
fire in my eye and war in my voice 
I snapped, 

“Look here, young woman, it’s not for 
you to kark that way at me. Now get 
out of that chair and take that card in 
to Mr. Busley, who is waiting for me.” 

She went. When I came out her look 
was a couple of daggers. When I got 
down the street the rooster crowed. I 
said to William H., “Look here, old fel- 
low, you had no business to speak that 
way to that poor girl. You’re old enough 
to be her father. You don’t know what 
a tough life she is up against, and what 
a struggle it may be for her just to live. 
It is pretty hard to keep sweet in a 
hall bedroom on cheap food and small 
pay.” 

I was to come back in the afternoon 
to get the name on the dotted line. I 
stopped in at Huyler’s and told the 
salesgirl to put me up a box of bonbons, 
the same as she put up for Park Avenue. 

When I came into the office, ‘“Informa- 
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tion” gave me no welcoming smile as 
I stepped up to her and said, 

“Look here, sister, I want to ask your 
forgiveness for the way I spoke to you 
this morning, and let us be friends, and 
this box of Huyler’s be the pledge of our 
friendship.” 

If I had clouted her on her ear she 
would not have been more surprised. 
What do you suppose she did? 

Dropped her head upon her desk and 
burst into tears, as I passed into the 
Busley office. 

I bought the candy and the girl wept, 
but the situation was 4 la Peter. 

You should have seen the sweet smile 
I got when later I came out of Presi- 
dent Busley’s office with the nice order, 
and the girl had gotten herself together | 

(This story is also in “The Christian 
Gentlemen.”’) 
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The Illustration Round Table 


- readers are invited to send Stee ustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 

urged not to send anything without — secur- 

ing and _ reading carefully a leaflet xpletng 
the conditions of this department. ime full 1 

of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 

sent for ten cents stamps. Failure to note 

the conditions means nae illustrations 
are constantl 4 having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text —_— in the 
lesson list after the word “ 


In view of the large pl en nd illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

“Prayer Changes Things.”—But I have 
prayed for thee (Luke 22:32). A woman 
came to a missionary at Bengalore, In- 
dia, asking him to interfere and prevent 
a certain native Christian from praying 
for her any more. When asked how she 
knew that the Christian was praying for 
her, she replied, “I used to perform my 
worship to the idols quite comfortably, 
but for some time past I have not been 
able to do so. Besides, he told me he 
was praying for my family, and now 
my son and two daughters have become 
Christians, too. He is always bringing 
things to pass with his prayers. Some- 
body must make him stop.”—From the 
Gospel Herald. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Dare We Condemn Peter?—I know 
him not (v. 57). 


With frightened lips, I shall not ever say, 
“I know him not,” for none will ever 
question me. 
I shall not need to speak a word today 
To publish to the world my loyalty. 
And yet a hundred times there comes the 
voice, 
“Know you this Man, the Master?” and 
behold, 
A hundred times I make the fateful choice 
Today, as the apostle once of old 
And ev’ry unkind word or straying thought, 
Ev’ry deed of hatred or disdain, 
Say plainly to the world, “I know Him not.” 
And then the cock crows—bitter morn 
of pain. 


‘And would indeed today that they might 


be — 
The times I have denied Him — only three ! 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Denial Signal—The cock crew 
(v. 60). Modernism today is both be- 
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Lesson for January 22 


traying and denying the Lord. One of 
the Booth family, on returning to Eng- 
land, was informed that ministers had 
changed their ideas of the old Gospel. 
She asked, “The cocks are still crowing 
in England, are they not?”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


The Purifying Look.—And the Lord 
turned, and looked upon Peter (v. 61a). 
Jake Parsons, a worthless, drunken 
wretch, awoke from a night’s debauch 
a changed man. He says that on that 
night, “Jesus appeared to me in my 
sleep. His face seemed so pure, so 
lovely, and so friendly to me that when 
I awoke I found I loved my Saviour. 
I could no longer displease him. He 
did not speak to me, he only looked 
at me, but his look told me I could be 
forgiven and purified. When I looked at 
him, I was too happy to be afraid, and 
when I looked at myself, I was too 
afraid to be happy.” It is said that for 
thirty-five years Parsons led a blame- 
less life till he fell asleep in Jesus. One 
such experience should be enough to 
assure doubting hearts that Christ is 
an almighty Saviour.—From the Chris- 
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tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. Prize illustration. 


His Agonized Question—And Peter 
went out, and wept bitterly (v. 62). The 
story is told of a man dying in a Lon- 
don hospital. A Christian visitor asked 
him, “Is there anything that I can do 
for you?” The man said, “Not a thing.” 
The question was repeated each day, for 
several days, and the same answer given. 
Finally, with the end near at hand, the 
sick man said in answer to the same 
question, “Sir, you ask me if there is 
anything you can do for me; there isn’t. 
But tell me—tell me—is there any- 
thing that can undo?” What memories 
of the sins and crimes and failures of 
the past were in that question! The 
man was searching for something to 
take the load off his soul. Thank God 
there is something that can undo; and 
the Christian gladly told him of the 
precious blood of Christ that cleanseth 
us from all—all—sin.—From Gospel 
Herald. Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
i Beginning: Zero! 

Discussion: The various doors which of- 
fer openings through which Satan enters 
to make captives of us: such as pride, ap- 
petite, lust, ambition, idleness, indiffer- 
ence, and so on. 


Objective: Keep very close to the Lord 
Jesus. 


AY, fellows, when you come to con- 

sider this lesson it will probably be 
near to the coldest spell of the winter. 
Our SunpDay ScHOOL TIMEs will doubtless 
find many spots where the thermometer 
is registering zero, or below, on this 
fourth Sunday of the new year. But no 
matter what clime you are in, you are 
now looking upon the zero mark in our 
friend Simon Peter’s career. There is 
of course such a thing as_ sub-zero 
weather, and Peter could have gone 
lower, but he didn’t. In the court of 
the high priest’s palace on that fateful 
night Peter struck Cephas-bottom — 
sometimes called “rock-bottom” — and 
also his turning point. From that mo- 
ment Peter forged upward and onward, 
until he became an unobstructed chan- 
nel of the mighty power of God, and a 
flaming torch for his precious Lord (see 
1 Pet. 2:7). 

I am glad we can pass this bad spot 
in Peter’s life, and from today go along 
with him in his upward course, catch- 
ing the inspiration of his entire devo- 
tion to the service of his Saviour. But 
we must look at it frankly before pass- 
ing. It is difficult indeed to understand 
how Peter could have told that girl, out 
there by the brazier before which he 
was warming himself, that he did not 
even know the Lord Jesus, and then 
when questioned again he “cursed and 
swore,” as though it had been an insult 
to connect him in any way with that 
man of Nazareth—that man in there 
before the high priest, being tried as an 
imposter. If ever the Lord Jesus needed 
a human friend to stand by him and give 
him the moral comfort of his presence 
and loyalty, it was at the very moment 
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‘Jo the 
Jew First’ 


This is the bedrock of the Jewish 
Mission appeal to every Bible-believ- 
ing soul. ** To the Jew first”’ is basic 
in Missions. Every January brings 
us an increasing number of gifts 
**To the Jew first.’’ And many let- 
ters tell us, ** Thank you so much for 
calling my attention to my duty and 
privilege. I want to start the New 
Year right.”’ 


Think it over, for some day you 
too will join this blessed host and 
you too will say, ‘*! want to preach 
God’s Gospel in God’s way — to the 
Jew first.” Was there ever a time 
in the world’s history when this prec- 
ious privilege, ‘To the Jew first,’”’ 
was more imperative than in this 
present hour? With Israel in the cal- 
dron of demon hate, with the world 
being driven by Satan himself to ex- 
terminate, if that were possible, the 
people whom God has called His very 
own, can any true child of God with- 
hold the heart and the hand of pity? 
Ought we not while He still tarries, 
reach out with a ministry of love to 
those sorely harassed and distressed 
people, who know not which way to 
turn? ‘‘ To the Jew first”’ indeed has 
a potent meaning in such an hour as 
this! 


Our work merits your every con- 
fidence. Our field is not only the 
4,000,000 Jews of America, but, under 
divine impulse, we are at grips with 
the problem of reaching a world 
Jewry with the Gospel. In America, 
branches are maintained in the larger 
cities. Abroad, the Lord is wonder- 
fully blessing our stations in Paris, 
Warsaw, and Jerusalem. And 
through affiliated missions and mis- 
sionaries, our Yiddish publications are 
being distributed in other important 
Jewish centers of the world. 


Your help and prayers are always 
needed. “THE CHOSEN PEO- 
PLE,” loved by Bible students for 
its helpful information on Prophecy 
and the Jews, is sent to contributors. 


MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU ? 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, inc., 


27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 

Here is my offering, $. ....... 
‘* To the Jew first.”” May the Lord bless 
this gift for Israel’s salvation. 


Name 


Street aoe 
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that Peter, just a few feet away, on the 
outside, was swearing and cursing be- 
cause he had been accused of being his 
friend. 

Fellows, there is but one explanation 
for this. There is no question of Peter’s 
love for the Lord Jesus. He did love 
him. He had given up everything to 
follow him —and he was still following, 
though “afar off.” But Peter was under 
the spell of the arch enemy of the Lord 
Jesus. Peter was being “sifted as 
wheat” by Satan (see Luke 22:31). The 
Lord Jesus had told him Satan would 
do this— Peter had been duly warned. 
But in an unguarded moment the Devil 
picked Peter up and shook him as a 
terrier would a rat. Is it any wonder 
you find this poor, whipped apostle say- 
ing in his letter to other disciples of 
the Lord Jesus, “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour’! (1 Pet. 5:8.) 

Can you imagine a fiercer picture than 
that? Can you think of yourself in the 
claws of a roaring lion, with his open 
jaws and murderous teeth at your 
throat? That is the sketch Peter makes 
for you out of his own bitter experi- 
ence, and his advice is for you and me 
to be sober and watchful. Keep a clear 
head and a keen eye, for the adversary 
is continually present to catch you off 
guard. Satan failed in his effort to 
overthrow the Lord Jesus by direct as- 
sault (see Matt. 4:1-11). His line of 
attack now is through the disciples of 
the Lord Jesus. If he can overthrow 
them, then he will have won the fight, 
after all. 

But, fellows, remember the Lord Jesus 
put the Devil to flight; he overcame 
Satan. And if Christ is living in you 
(Gal. 2:20), this same Jesus in you, with 
this same power, will meet Satan’s as- 
saults on you and win the victory there, 
too. 

“Watch ... and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation” (Mark 14:38). 

McDOonaALp, Pa. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To warn the girls against the 
numerous ways of denying Christ. 


Activity.—Discuss features in the lives 
of modern young people that prevent a 
clear-cut, victorious testimony for Christ. 
The teacher might refer to ‘‘Notes on 
Open Letters’? in The Sunday School 
Times for October 29, 1938, and if a need 
is evident, face the girls with these prob- 
lems from the viewpoint of surrendered 
Christians. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Thou, Lord, art good, 
and ready to forgive; and plenteous in 
mercy unto all them that call upon thee” 
(Psa. 86:5). 











IRLS, think back through your 
Christian experiences to see 
whether you have ever, by word or 
action, denied that you belonged to 
Christ. Now think of your habits to dis- 
cover whether any of these would fail 
to glorify Christ. 
Today’s lesson about Peter’s denial 
was not written that we might criticize 
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this disciple, but rather that we might 
profit by his experience. (See John 20: 
31; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:15.) 

Scene One: “Peter the Proud” (Luke 
22:31-34). Peter did not humbly pray, 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart 

.. and see if there be any wicked way 
in me” (Psa. 139: 23, 24). When the Lord 
indicated that the “rock-hardening proc- 
ess” of Peter’s life was still incomplete, 
this distiple once again failed to place 
utter confidence in his Master’s words. 
He was smothered with self-assurance 
and self-righteousness. “I am ready to 
go with thee, both into prison, and to 
death,” he bragged, but in reality he was 
far from ready. 

Does this remind you of the time you 
sang, “I’ll Go Where You Want Me to 
Go,” and the very next day you missed 
an opportunity to witness for Christ? 
Oh, of course you meant by the song 
that you were willing to go to Africa or 
India; but before the Lord could use 
you in some distant land, he wanted you 
to practice Christlike living at home. 


Scene Two: “The Fall of the Proud” 
(Luke 22:54-60a). .Far off at the end of 
the procession that was leading away his 
Lord came the slinking form of Peter. 
He did not want to miss anything that 
might take place; yet, at the same time, 
he did not want to disclose his identity. 
Finally when he “sat down among them” 
—his Lord’s enemies—trouble began. 
Peter forgot Christ and considered only 
what the mob might think of him. When 
we are afraid of what people think of 
us, usually it is not because we are con- 
cerned with the people, but because we 
are absorbed with self. How does this 
apply to our tendency to spend our 
money “to keep up appearances”; and to 
compromise with worldly comrades in 
our choices of amusement solely in order~ 
to be popular? Would you list this as 
one underlying cause of failure to ac- 
knowledge Christ to our associates? 

That night while Peter was warming 
himself beside a fire kindled by scoffers 
of the Son of God he became vulnerable 
to the attacks of Satan (Luke 22:31). 
Because he craved the praise of men 
more than the praise of God he would 
not identify himself with One who was 
now unpopular (John 12:43). Hear his 
vociferous denials as Luke recorded 
them: “Woman, I know him not.” “Man, 
I am not [one of them].” “Man, I know 
not what thou sayest.” Surrounded by 
friends, Peter had boasted of his loyalty. 
Surrounded by enemies he had collapsed 
(1 Cor. 10:12). 


Scezz: Three: “Peter the Penitent” 
(Luke 22:60b-62). “While he yet spake, 
the cock crew. And the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter.” Although this 
disciple had selfishly forgotten his Lord, 
the Lord, through all his agony, had not 
forgotten Peter: How does this fact help 
to illuminate the Memory Verse? Be- 
fore Peter was told that temptation would 
attack nim, the Lord Jesus had prayed 
that his faith might not fail (Luke 22: 
32). It was this gracious, forgiving love 
of Christ that made Peter go out and 
weep. How literally he could believe: 
“While we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Rom. 5:8), and from the anguish 
of his own experience he could write 
1 Peter 1:7, 8. 
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Scene Four: “How We Deny the Lord 
Jesus Today.” Peter’s errors are still 
modern. Check yourself by them to see 
where you stand. (The teacher might 
provide copies of the outline.) 

1. He was too self-confident (v. 33). 
Peter thought he could get along very 
nicely without his Master’s assistance, 
but on this night he learned that Peter 
minus the Lord could do nothing; but 
Peter plus the Lord Jesus Christ could 
be victorious (1 Cor. 15:57). 

2. Once he forsook all to follow Christ 
(Mark 1:18), but now he was satisfied to 
follow “afar off” (v. 54). 

3. He mingled with evil companions 
for the purpose of personal comfort (v. 
55). 

4. He failed because he tried to satisfy 
mass opinion. 

5. He broke the essence of most of the 
commandments. (The class might trace 
this point, or it might be assigned for 
home reference.) 

6. He temporarily turned away from 
Christ and forgot his presence. 

To what extent would you agree with 
this statement: Unless we are living a 
positive, clear-cut life for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we are denying him? (Matt. 6: 
24; 12:30; Luke 9:23.) Why is it neces- 
sary for those of us who know the Lord 
to take an open stand for him? The 
world needs Christ, and he has privi- 
leged us to be his witnesses. The group 
around the fireside on the night of the 
crucifixion might have said of Peter, “If 
this man represents the followers of the 
Galilean, we don’t want to join their 
number.” 

Among your own associates there are 
those who are watching you to see what 
a life lived for Jesus Christ is like. Are 
you a good representative for him? If 
you fail to show them Christ, they may 
never know him. Let us close with the 
prayer that he may show us how our 
everyday lives may actually ring true, 
and praise him for the promise of 2 
Corinthians 12:9. 

Next Sunday we shall meet a changed 
Peter. Bring to class suggestions for 
proving our love for Christ, and learn 
John 21:17. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


A small picture of a rooster should be 
placed just inside the ‘‘4’”’ (see instructions 
for Lesson 1, Times of Dec. 17). Move the 
picture of Christ into line with No. 4. 
Give each child a cutout of a rooster on 
which to print the Golden Text (1 Cor. 
10:12). 











HIS is a sad lesson. Our friend 

Peter had been going up and down 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria with the 
Lord Jesus and the other disciples. He 
had seen many miracles; he had heard 
the wonderful teaching of the Lord 
Jesus; he had said he believed Jesus was 
the Christ, the Son of God. He had seen 
Christ in glory on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. 


Today we see him as the Lord Jesus 

















Lesson for January 22 


foretells his death, and tells Peter that 
he, Jesus, has prayed for him that his 
faith fail not. Peter answers with a 
boast that he is willing to go to prison 
or to death with the Lord. 

And the Lord Jesus says to him, 
“Peter, the cock shall not crow this day 
before you will three times deny that 
you know me.” For the Lord Jesus knew 
what was going to happen. 

Peter was so sure of himself. 

Judas betrayed the Lord Jesus, and 
wicked men took him to the high priest’s 
house. Peter had a sword and tried to 
defend the Lord Jesus, for Peter did love 
him. He cut off a man’s ear, but the 
Lord Jesus told him to put up his sword, 
and he healed the man’s ear. So Peter 
followed along with the crowd, and sat 
by the fire in the hall. A maidservant 
looked at him and said, “This man was 
also with him.” Peter said, “Woman, 
I do not know him.” 

After just a little while a man said 
to him, “Thou art also of them.” And 
Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 

About an hour later another man said, 
“Of a truth this fellow also was with 
him: for he is a Galilean. And Peter 
said, Man, I know not what thou say- 
est.” Mark says he began to curse and 
to swear. 

While he was speaking, the cock crew. 
The Lord Jesus turned and looked at 
Peter: oh, what a look of sorrow it must 
have been! Peter remembered what the 
Lord Jesus had said. And Peter went 
out and wept bitterly; he was heartsick 
over what he had done. 

Do we ever:deny our Lord? 

Let us not make the mistake Peter 
did, of being too sure of ourselves. I 
want you every one to learn the Golden 
Text as we print it (1 Cor. 10:12). 

Only as the Lord Jesus helps us can 
we be true to him. 

Mopesto, Catir. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 8) 


1. Simon was the name of the natural 
man, and the Lord Jesus knew his disciple 
was about to act in the flesh. 


a 
2. God will not keep us from sin if we 
are self-confident and boastful. 


3. Yes, even our failures are overruled of 
God to teach us lessons we refuse to learn 
in other ways. 


4. No, for he would keep from sin if we 
trusted him, but God causes even the wrath 
of man to praise him when failure comes 
in (Psa. 76:10). 

5. No, for he did not realize his own weak- 
ness. 


6. Yes, according to church history Peter, 
in his old age, went to prison and to death 
for Christ’s sake. 

7. To be converted means to be turned 
again, or to repent truly. When the word 
“converted” or “conversion” is used to de- 
scribe this experience, it may often be ap- 
plied to that which occurs in the life of a 
believer, one who has been truly regener- 
ated. 


8. He slashed with the sword when he 
should have been quiet, and followed afar 
off when he should have pressed close to 
the side of the Lord Jesus. 

9. No, not as an individual thing, for 
Christ has forbidden his followers to resist 
evil. When under orders from government, 
it is ‘#mother matter entirely. 

10. Rather in love, as reminding Peter of 
what he had told him and assuring him of 
his intercession still. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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For Secretary and Treasurer 


For 27 Classes, $1.50; 
65 Classes, $2.00 


Schoo] _Heat’s Class Books 
Limp Cloth, $2.40 dozen 


Records try tem Tis YEAR 


FLEMING H, REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


Head’s 
Sunday 





January 29. This Church and Our Denomina- 
tion. Eph. 5:25-27. (Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week. Denominational Day.) 








Sunday, January 22 


Ways of Using the Bible 
(Luke 4:16-21; Psa. 119:97-104) 





Mon.—For family use (Gen. 18:19; Deut. 
11:18-21). 

Tues.—Walking in the light (Psa. 119: 
105, 130). 

Wed.—Searching for the truth (Acts 17: 
10-12). 

Thurs.—Study for correct interpretation 


(2 Tim. 2:14-16). 

Fri.—Showing the way to God (John 14: 
1-6). 

Sat.—Applied to daily living (Matt. 7:24- 
27). 











HERE are many ways of using the 

Bible. Some of them wrong ways and 
some of them right. Let us think, then, 
of a few of the more important ways to 
use the Bible correctly. 

We should use the Bible for daily 
food. We learn in Hebrews that the 
Bible is as milk for nourishment and 
as meat for development and strength- 
ening (Heb. 5:12-14). 

Be 
We should use the Bible for guidance. 











INTRODUCTORY BIBLE COURSE 


by Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., LL. D., 
18 Lessons—$3.50 
The outstanding facts of the entire 
Bible in 18 lessons! Here’s a brief, 
yet comprehensive, study that will 
give you a clearer understanding of 
the Scriptures. Certificate upon com- 
pletion. Personal, friendly counsel. 
Special low rates. ENROLL NOW! 


15 OTHER COMPLETE COURSES 
for individual or group study. 8 
courses offer credit for residential 
study at Moody Bible Institute. 


————=— DETACH AND MAIL THIS COUPON ————— 

Dept, 5M 325 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
Please send at once: 

0 Folder on Introductory Bible Course. 

() 40-Page Prospectus. 

0 FREE 5-Minute Bible Test. 














T. provide against insecurity in old age 
and worry about the future is a sure way 
to help make the present enjoyable—even 
add years to your life. 


An Annuity Agreement of the American 
Bible Society is a very safe, practical way 
to ensure a steady income to meet your 
own needs or ease the burdens of others. 
The Arnuitant has no coupons to keep 
track of, no accounting books or papers to 
care for. The check from the American 
Bible Society arrives at stated intervals; 
and for over 90 years, through eleven ma- 
jor and minor depressions, these checks 
have never failed. 


AN 
INCOME 


ASSURED 





| Name 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-33 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 





In addition to your comfort and free- 
dom from worry, you will realize you are 
helping to extend the important Bible 
ministry of the American Bible Society— 
through its ever widening distribution of 
God’s word throughout the world. 


“A Gift That Lives” is a little booklet 
which tells the advantages of the Annuity 
Agreement plan. Will you not let us send 
you this booklet? 


New York, N. Y. | 





| Address 








Loy: 
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The Word is a lamp and a light to illu- 
mine our way (Psa. 119:105). It is a mir- 
ror to show us ourselves as we really are 
(Jas. 1:25). And in it we will find 
those principles that will guide our con- 
duct under any and all circumstances 
of life. 

We are to use the Bible for comfort. 
Down through the ages God’s children 
have found comfort in his Word (Psa. 
119:50, 92, 93; Acts 15:30, 31; Rom. 15: 
4). It brings us comfort for the past 
which cannot be recalled; for the present 
when we learn of our loving Father’s 
concern and care for us; for the future, 
when we learn what can be found no- 
where else that God has a plan and 
place for us in life after death through 
salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


9g 
We should use the Bible for vision. 
It is the Bible that lifts our eyes from 
the shortsighted vision of everyday life 
to the long distance vision of God's 
eternity. 
98 


We should use the Bible for worship. 
It tells us of the wonders of God’s per- 
son and attributes. It speaks to us of 
his holiness and righteousness, of his 
goodness and mercy. 


$e 
How then shall we read the Scrip- 
tures? First of all let us read them 
regularly. The food that supplies our 
physical bodies with strength and health 
must be taken at regular intervals. Let 
us plan to read a portion of God’s Word 
every day, preferably at some time in 
the day when our minds are not weary 

or our bodies tired. 


sg 


Let us read the Bible systematically. 
We would not think of reading any 
other book by beginning in the middle 
or jumping about haphazardly from 
place to place. If we have never done 
so, it will be of inestimable value to 
read the Bible through from beginning 
to end. There are many plans or sys- 
tems for accomplishing this within a 
year, or within five years. One of the 
best of these is the “Annual Bible 
Reading Calendar,” published by the 
Million Testaments Campaigns, 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia, 25 cents a 
dozen. 

ee 


We should read the Bible intelli- 
gently. Paul cautioned Timothy rightly 
to divide the. word of truth. A good 
Bible dictionary, such as “A Dictionary 
of the Bible,” by John D. Davis (West- 
minster Press, Witherspoon Bldg., Phila- 
delphia, $3), will be of great help in 
answering questions that occur during 
reading. 

A good concordance is another real 
help in making available the various 
passages of Scripture on a given thought 
or topic. Perhaps your Bible already 
has a small concordance bound with it. 
If not, “Walker’s Comprehensive Con- 
cordance,” by the Rev. J. B. R. Walker, 
is an excellent and handy volume (Mac- 
millan Co., New York, $3). 


4 
We should read the Bible obediently. 
The purpose of God’s Word is to bring 
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us into a deeper and better knowledge 
of God. If we do not purpose to be 
governed by what we read, we shall 
miss the deeper things that God’s Word 
has for us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





g Children at Home 


A Child Soul-Winner 


Founded on fact 





By Laura C. Trachsel 


ED lanterns on every shop front; red 

lettered scrolls pasted on all door- 
posts; it was New Year’s Eve in Tientsin, 
China. Chefoo Road was alive with 
children darting about swinging dragon, 
butterfly, or fish paper lanterns. Their 
elders stood watching the gay scene on 
the street, or sauntered up and down as 
much entranced as the children. The 
fruit and candy store glittered with 
scores of electric lights while a radio 
over the open door filled the street for 
blocks with falsetto singing and the 
scraping of Chinese fiddles. 

In the midst of all this festivity stood 
a humble preaching hall. The lights 
were on, the doors were open, every- 
thing inside was ready for the meeting 
— but where were the people? In that 
room which would seat one hundred 
people sat one old man, one old woman, 
and three children. 

Mr. Wu, the young preacher in charge, 
was much discouraged with the small 
attendance. But they sang a song, all 
five verses, with the children shouting 
the tune lustily, the old woman mum- 
bling along in a monotone, and the 
grandpa not trying at all. Even the 
singing did not attract more into the 
hall as it usually did. Mr. Wu led the 
little company of five in some choruses, 
too, but, although his mouth sang, his 
heart was heavy with depression of 
spirit. Even reading a Scripture lesson 
and praying did not make Mr. Wu any 
happier. 

After Mr. Wu had finished his dis- 
couraged prayer, he said, “Every one is 
busy and will not stop to hear the 
Gospel. We will be dismissed now as 
there are too few to have a meeting.” 

Just then one of the three children 
sprang to her feet. It was eight-year- 
old Bright Jade. 

“No, no; don’t close the meeting. I will 
go out to the door and invite the peo- 
ple in. You preach.” 

Armed with a sheaf of pink paper 
tracts, and a bright smile, the little evan- 
gelist was soon out on the street, greet- 
ing each passer-by, giving him a tract 
and an invitation to enter the hall. Mrs. 
Li hurrying to the provision shop to buy 
a new paper kitchen god heard per- 
suasive words at her elbow, “You are 
trying te buy a god that will'bring you 
happiness at this New Year time, but 
won’t you come into this hall and hear 
about the true God who brings real 
happiness?” She looked down _ into 
Bright Jade’s winsome face, forgot about 
buying a paper god, and went into the 
hall to listen. 
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Carpenter Wang, dressed in his best 
biue silk gown, stood listening to the 
radio. He turned uncertainly, searching 
for some new sight on the lighted street. 
Bright Jade unhesitatingly grasped the 
silken sleeve and led the man to the 
chapel door. Pointing to the glass door 
she said: 

“See the red characters on the door. 
You can read them. They say, ‘Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.’ Please enter and listen.” And 
Carpenter Wang did enter. 

It is no wonder that soon the hall was 
well filled, with such a persistent little 
soul-winner at work. 

New hope and inspiration had come to 
Preacher Wu with the filled hall, and he 
preached a Gospel message full of con- 
victing power. To his great joy, two 
men confessed themselves sinners and 
took Christ as their Saviour at the close 
of the meeting. But Mr. Wu knew that 
the real soul-winner that night had not 
been the preacher in the pulpit but 
Bright Jade on the street. 

An act done for the glory of God does 
not die. It is like a pebble dropped in 
a pond with ever-widening circles out 
to the shore. So it was with Bright Jade’s 
invitations that New Year’s Eve. The 
next night the hall was again well filled, 
although the festivities and feasting 
were still at their height. In the opening 
part of the service a common looking 
man asked to speak. He said, “Last night 
I came in here because a little girl in- 
vited me. I heard the Gospel for the 
first time. As I walked home along the 
streets gay with New Year’s decorations 
I heard a voice saying, ‘Enter the 
straight way, walk in the right road.’ I 
turned to see who had spoken. No one 
was near me. As I walked on, the words 
kept ringing in my ears. When I lay 
down to sleep I could not because of 
those words. I have come back tonight 
to hear more of the true doctrine.” 

At the close of the service this Mr. Li 
and three others presented themselves 
as those determined to confess Christ as 
their Saviour. 

Six people found Christ as their Sav- 
iour and Lord because one little girl 
used her smile and voice in the service 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

SALEM, OREG. 





With the New Books 











A Little Girl Goes Undersea 


Child of the Deep. By John Ernest 

Williamson and Frances Jenkins Ol- 

cott. With Williamson Undersea 

Photographs. (Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston, $2.25.) 





6C°IYHE fishes, big and little, did seem 

playful and mischievous that after- 
noon. They kept changing colors all 
the time as they raced to and fro chas- 
ing one another. Sylvia laughed as she 
watched them. Then she played a trick 
on the fishes. Father had taught her 
how. She tapped with_a hammer on 
the steel wall of the little house. In- 
stantly, the fishes near and far heard this 
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Lesson for January 22 


strange sound in the sea. They came 
‘hurrying toward it. Over the coral reef 
like colored ribbons they came in 
streams, only to circle around and 
around in front of the window.” 

That is not fiction, but fact. Captain 
Sylvia Williamson was eight years old, 
and she was way down under the clear 
waters of the Bahama Seas, with her 
father and mother, in a queer little house 
made like a hollow ball, but with a flat 
floor. The house was connected by a 
long tube with a ship up on the surface 
of the water. That tube was some fifty 
feet high, with steps in it, so they could 
climb up or down when they wished. 
The sights little Captain Sylvia saw 
down there at the bottom of the ocean, 
eight fathoms deep, were wonderful 
and thrilling enough to hold any reader 
spellbound, young or old. Fish swam 
in and out of the branches of the coral 
trees like birds in a forest. Blue parrot 
fish, little yellow fish like yellow cana- 
ries, a spiny monster striped like a large 
bee, a lone Black Angel fish, giant 
sharks, these and many others were 
Sylvia’s briny friends. One day she saw 
a huge, fearful octopus attack a diver 
near by, as the man made a narrow es- 
cape just in time. The octopus’ “eight 
long arms or tentacles —writhed about. 
They grew from a round body made of 
pulp and gristle. He was changing color 
—from a quivering red to a quivering 
green—from a quivering green to a 
quivering red. His eyes, as big as 
saucers, bulged as he stretched out his 
snaky arms with sucker disks all along 
them.” But the diver was safely out of 
his way. “The octopus’ saucer eyes 
glared. His parrot-beak surely looked 
sharp and hungry — and disappointed.” 

Capiain Sylvia’s father is a famous 
underseas photographer, author of the 
book of extraordinary scientific infor- 
mation, “Twenty Years Under the Sea.” 
Miss Olcott’s books for children and 
young people are well known and much 
loved; readers of THE SuNDAyY SCHOOL 
TIMEs will be interested to know that 
she has just spent an exciting year in 
Asia Minor, Syria, and Palestine, and 
has written a series of articles on her 
journeyings in Bible lands for the Times 
which will appear this spring as*side- 
lights on Paul’s missionary journeys. 

“Child of the Deep” is a book that 
every child and every member of the 
family will welcome and treasure. It 
is to be doubted whether there has ever 
before been a book just like it for chil- 
dren. 
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Mrs. Finley Shepard 


(Continued from page 6) 


in addition to the pieces of beautiful 
“fancy work” with which she encour- 
aged the development of housewifely 
arts). To expressions of appreciation 
Mrs. Shepard, with her beautiful smile, 
would invariably reply that it was so 
good of the ladies to “co-operate” with 
her. Indeed, all who knew her are 
agreed that one of her greatest charms 
was her happy faculty of genuinely feel- 
ing that she was the recipient rather 
than the bestower. 

Not only did Mrs. Shepard ardently 
distribute the Word, but she was a dili- 
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gent student of it. Whether she was 
attending a prophetic conference, a spe- 
cial meeting, or a regular Sunday ser- 
vice, her notebook was never far from 
her hand. Especially did she “love His 
appearing” and all the teaching con- 
nected with it. Her going has left a 
great gap in the ranks of those who 
know the Lord, but the inspiration of 
her life is one that will go on into 
eternity. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

sson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 16 to 22 

Mon.—Luke 22:14-30. 
The Evening of the Denial. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When the hour 
was come.” The sufferings of Christ 
were all according to an eternal plan. 
So are yours. There is a “need be” in 
your trials, if you are filling “up that 
which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ.” If your hour of trial is come, 
give yourself up to the will of God in 
your sufferings. Even in your tribula- 
tions, the consolations of Christ will re- 
fresh your soul. Pray for Wheaton Col- 

lege, Wheaton, IIl. 


Tues.—Luke 22:31-34. Peter’s Denial Foretold. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat.” The sifting of - individual 
Christians is a sad necessity. The chaff 
of your life has to be removed before 
you are placed in the “heavenly garner.” 
The length and duration of your sifting 
are all bound up in the loving, permis- 
sive will of God. He will not test you 
above your ability to stand the essential 
cleansing. Pray for Huntington College, 
Huntington, Ind. 


Wed.—John 18:1-11. Peter’s Rashness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Simon Peter 
having a sword drew it, and smote the 
high priest’s servant, and cut off his 
right ear.” A _ particular providence 
kept Peter from going too far. How 
we all need grace to keep us from yield- 
ing to natural impulses. Let us pray 
often: “Keep back thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins.” Prayerfulness pre- 
vents rashness. Peter had failed to 
watch and pray, therefore he preyed 
upon his fellow man. Pray for Juniata 
College, Huntingdon, Pa. 


Thurs.—ULuke 22:54-62. Peter Denies His Lord. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt deny 
me thrice.” The Lord knows his peo- 
ple. Let us make his knowledge our 
safeguard. Seek it and follow it and 
your peace will be “like a river.” Be- 
ware of self-confidence. Boast in God 
but not in yourself. Pride stands in a 
slippery place, but the humble need fear 
no fall. Pray for Houghton College, 
Houghton, N. Y. 


Fri.—Luke 6:46-49. Denying Our Lord Today. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that heareth, 
and doeth not.” The Church has a 
“mixed company.” Many listen to the 
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


By James H. McConkey. ‘‘Like a blazed 
trail through a difficult forest’’ is the way 
one appreciative reader describes this little 
book. Sent free to anyone who will write 
the publishers for it. Address : 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 








Dept. S, 423 Bessemer Building Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Hicley’s Sanday School 
Lesson Commentary 


to be the finest in the land at any price, or we will re- 
fund the purchase price. Always one of the very best, 

its four new features for 1939 place it way ahead of the 
field as the finest lesson commentary ever offered at 
anywhere near its price. 320 pages, 6x9, cloth bound, 

over 200,000 words, only $1.00 postpaid. Order from 
us or your regular bookseller. Kiso ask for samples of 
our Adult, Intermediate and Junior Quarterlies, and 
Primary Paper, as well as our big, free catalog of 
Christian Worker’s Supplies. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS Dept. 5.5. Butler, Ind. 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. r 


——maxina OPPORTUNITY 
Organizations, Schools, Individuals, etc., 
make money easily selling HANDY WACKS, 
popular household paper items—sell quickly, 
make good profits and repeat. WRITE 
TODAY for FREE catalog and interesting 
information. 


HANDY WACKS CORPORATION 
Smarta, Michigan Dept. S 


Earn MONEY 
... Easily 


Wheee is no surer, easier or more pleasant 
wer te earn needed funds for churches or 
than with the aid of our co-operative 
— Women everywhere accept Gott- 
por mee Metal Sponge as the foremost 
metal scouring device. They buy this time 
and labor saver without hesitation. A sale 
is made almost every call. In the past 20 
years we have assisted thousands of or- 
ganizations to earn . eee. % ... will be 
Sotiateed » to a hele zoe for particu- 
lars. SNGE'S SALES CORPO. 
RATION] Philadelphia, Penna. 


Gottschalk’s 


METAL SPONGE 


CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 


—FOR— 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
Quarterlies and Papers 


FOLLOWING THE 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


A full sample pack including our General 
Catalogue will be sent on application by any . 
Sunday School Official. 


ADDRESS 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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To Alaska to tne 
Seventh Christian Fellowship Cruise 


YOU ARE MOST CORDIALLY INVITED to join our Seventh Annual 
Christian Fellowship Cruise to thrilling Alaska! And, think how you'll enjoy every 
minute of this unusual vacation . . . three weeks and 8,648 miles of luxurious travel 
by train and steamer! Here is what Mr. and Mrs. Fitts of Merchantville, New Jersey, 
have to say about a former Christian Fellowship Tour to Alaska: “We greatly enjoyed 
and appreciated our trip. We saw so many wonderful things, and experienced so 
many thrills that it seems to us like a dream.” 


On July 18, in Seattle, we board the ocean steamer that carries us along the 
mountain-sheltered Inside Passage of Alaska . . . to the face of thundering glaciers, 
to colorful gold rush towns, to historic Christian missions. Besides this glorious 
Alaska cruise, our Tour includes the Rocky Mountain Sky Ride in Montana, Grand 
Coulee Dam, Portland, Crater Lake National Park, tie San Francisco World’s Fair, 
Los Angeles, and Grand Canyon. 


Rates are low this year. Fill out the coupon and you'll receive full information 
and costs from your home town. No obligation whatsoever. 
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Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Mr. Lane: Please send me complete details and round trip cost of the 
“Christian Fellowship Tour” to Alaska, from my home town. 
Name 
Address 
City State 























ALASKA STEAMSHIP COMPANY 
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Word who do not love and obey it. Few 
are “doers of the Word.” Without good 
actions intentions are not acceptable to 
God. “Faith without works is dead.” 
Many still deny God in their works (2 
Tim. 2:12). Pray for Campbellsville 
College, Campbellsville, Ky. 


Sat.—Hebrews 4:12-16. , 
Christ Sympathizes With the Tempted. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities.” Our 
feebleness draws out the compassions of 
Christ. He knows the weakness of our 
frame. “He remembereth that we are 
dust.” The sinless One, having dwelt 
in the flesh in this world, compassion- 
ately ministers help to our infirmities. 
Mistakes due to weakness and igno- 
rance are graciously overlooked. He 
condescends to use our “earthen vessels” 
for the manifestation of his grace and 
glory. Pray for Bob Jones College, 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

Sun.—John 21:1-14. “It Is the Lord.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is the Lord.” 
Spiritually-minded John instantly dis- 
cerned the voice of the Beloved. Those 
who lean tenderly on Christ are quick 
to sense his presence. The Holy Spirit 
instructs all who truly love the Saviour. 
Their knowledge, being spiritual, it is 
keener sighted in spiritual matters. 
Spiritually-minded Christians are used 
to lead their brothers and sisters into 
a deeper appreciation of their Lord. In 
trials as well as in blessing can you say, 
“It is the Lord”? Pray for the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 


postage. , 
15 cents—One or more copies to ps 

individual addresses, 75 cents each, og 

per year. = 
52 cents—Five or more copies, ina = 

package to only one address, 52 > 

cents each, per year. = 
The Sunday School Times Company 

$25 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphis, Pa. 
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